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FADE IN: 
EXT. THE GALAXY -- WHAT SEEMS TO BE NIGHT 


The credits roll over shooting stars, spinning meteors and 
exploding asteroids. The vastness of outerspace. Suddenly, 
a bright white beam of light streaks through the universe. 


VON DOOM (V.O.) 

Colossus. A cosmic ray of enormous 
size and power. It passes through 
the Earth's atmosphere once every 
ten years. Einstein spent his life 
trying to prove that this phenomenon 
was the spark that ignited the Big 
Bang: the theory which suggests that 
life itself began with an explosion 
in outerspace. 


The silvery sheen explodes, creating nine planets in the 
process. It nosedives off a chromolume projection screen 
and disappears behind the silhouette of the speaking man. 





INT. OBSERVATORY -- STATE UNIVERSITY 1983 


The lights come up to reveal PROFESSOR VICTOR VON DOOM, a 
distinguished Latverian scientist who has an odd European 
accent. He addresses his class in the college observatory. 


3 VON DOOM 
If Einstein's theory is correct, 
Colossus may contain the secrets 
of creation and the solutions to 
mankind's greatest problems. 


Most of the class sleeps during the professor's lecture. But 
FOUR STUDENTS remain wide awake -- fascinated by his vision. 
Slides illustrate his ideas on the giant screen behind him: 


VON DOOM 
Cures for diseases. More prolific 
vegetation to feed starving countries. 
The elimination of overpopulation by 
raising lost continents from the sea. 
The rain forests could be restored and 
the hole in the ozone repaired. The 
A world could be perfected in the blink 
Na of an eye, by a flash of light . 














The slides continue as Professor Von Doom gets lost in 
thought. His dream is shared by his best four students: 
REED RICHARDS, a brilliant grad student who is constantly 
"reaching" for new physiological formulas; BEN GRIMM, a 
third year astronaut-in-training whose "rock" hard body 
has made him the star of the football team; SUSAN STORM, 

a sophomore aerospace engineer whose shyness seems to make 
her "disappear" into the background; and her kid brother, 
JOHNNY STORM -- a freshman physicist whose good looks and 
volatile personality make him the "hottest" date on campus. 


STUDENT 
(raising his hand) 
Professor Von Doom? 


VON DOOM 
Yes. I will now take questions. 


STUDENT 
(cynically) 
How much of this is possible? 
I mean, it all sounds like a 
comic book to me. 


VON DOOM 
Oh, I admit my ideas may seem 
fantastic. But today's fiction 
is often tomorrow's fact. 
Someday soon we may have a way 
of harnessing Colossus 


Professor Von Doom's eyes come to rest on the four pupils 
who are clustered together in the middle of the classroom. 
His lips curl slightly, forming a wry little smile. 


VON DOOM 
Someday very soon, indeed. 


Reed looks down at his notebook. In the midst of equations 
and formulas, he has sketched a three-dimensional drawing 
of Colossus being captured by a glass and chrome reflector. 


INT. STUDENT LAB -- THAT NIGHT 


The reflector towers in the lab under a starry skylight. 
Reed and Susan shape its concave glass lens with a blow 
torch as Ben and Johnny quarrel over a computer game. 


JOHNNY 
Give it up, Ben! You didn't 
make it through the Skruills' 
asteroid field! 





BEN 
What are you talkin' about? I 
Globbhered those lousy Skrulls! 


REED 
(interrupting) 
Johnny, we can't finish this 
lens until you calculate 
the angle of the cosmic ray. 


JOHNNY 
T'll have it for you ina 
minute, Reed. Come on, Ben! 
Get off the computer! 


BEN 
Would you quit yer yappin'? 
Can't ya see I'm trying to 
save the world? 


JOHNNY 
You saved it last time! When 
is it going to be my turn? 





Johnny and Ben continue to bicker as animated asteroids and 
electronic explosions fill the computer screen. Susan shyly 
tries to ask Reed on a date as they work under the skylight. 


SUSAN 
It's a nice night, isn't it? 


REED 
(glancing outside) | 
There does seem to be a stationary 
high pressure system dominating the 
region, resulting in unseasonably 
Warm temperatures and clear skies. 


SUSAN 
I just meant that the stars 
are romantic. 


REED 
I suppose so... jÉ you 
find combustible balls of 
galactic gas romantic. 


SUSAN 
Reed, . . . are you going to 
the dance tomorrow night? 














REED 
What dance? 


SUSAN 
The Fantasy Under the Stars 
Dance. It starts at nine and 
Colossus isn't expected until 
twelve. So that would give us 
a few hours to- 


REED 
That reminds me. I need to 
check the weather forecast. 


Oblivious to Sue's disappointment, Reed turns off the blow 
torch and crosses to the other side of the laboratory to 
check the barometer. Sue sighs, getting Johnny's attention. 


JOHNNY 
What's the matter, Sis? 


SUSAN 
It's Reed. He doesn't know 
I'm alive. He looks right at 
me but doesn't see me. 


BEN 
What are ya wastin' yer time 
with that pencil neck for? 

Didn't you see me in the game 
on Saturday? I was something! 


JOHNNY 
(laughing) 
Yeah, but what? 


The computer begins an electronic fanfare as Ben's score 
of "326,517" flashes victoriously across the screen. He 
turns to Johnny and smiles triumphantly -- rubbing it in. 


BEN 
A winner! I just broke your 
old record: 326,517 points! 
Johnny, consider yourself 
burned! 


JOHNNY 
That does it! I'm going to 
knock that chip off your 
shoulder once and for all! 


Johnny grabs Ben by the shirt collar and pulls his bulky 
frame out from behind the computer console. They are about 
to brawl when Reed steps in, putting himself between them. 











REED 

What's the matter with you 
two? When you're not fighting 
Skrulls, you're fighting each 
other! Ben, help Sue with the 
astral collector! Johnny, I 
still need you to compute the 
angle of the reflection! 


JOHNNY 
(pouting) 
Consider it done . . 


Barely looking at the screen, Johnny retypes Ben's score 
of "326,517" into a separate menu in the upper righthand 
corner. It ís printed onto the data sheet. Reed takes it. 


INT. OBSERVATORY -- MEANWHILE 


Professor Von Doom is grading papers when the globe on his 
desk begins to beep. A tiny country called Latveria blinks. 
He turns the combination-compass mounted on the north pole. 


VON DOOM 
(dialing in the code) 
Two hundred degrees north, thirty 
degrees south, sixty degrees east, 
and eight degrees west. 


The Latverian longitude lights up, causing the country to 
split apart and the globe to hum open. A hidden projector 
casts a flickering hologram of the aging LORD OF LATVERIA. 


LORD OF LATVERIA 
Victor, the day approaches .. 


VON DOOM 
(kneeling) 
Everything is ready, my Lord. 
I have completed the Doomsday 
Laser which will allow us to 
control the cosmic ray once my 
students harness its beam. 


LORD OF LATVERIA 
What a cruel irony . . . using 
American resources to save our 
oppressed country. 


VON DOOM 
How is my beloved Latveria? 





LORD OF LATVERIA 
Dying nobly with the knowledge 
that we will soon be reborn. 
Someday this throne will be 
yours, Victor. And when that 
day comes, I trust you will 
remember your loyal subjects. 
They have sacrificed much to 
give you the westerm education 
that has cultivated your superior 
intellect. 


VON DOOM 
Yes, Father. 


LORD OF LATVERTIA 
I have sent two of my officers 
to safeguard your return. Your 
homeland awaits you... 


VON DOOM 
(a strange salute) 
Long live Latveria! 


The Lord of Latveria returns the salute as the hologram 
breaks up and disappears. The globe hums shut, bringing 
the jagged little country back together again. 





EXT. COLLEGE CAMPUS -- LATE THAT NIGHT 


Reed walks Susan to her dormitory, past a sign that reads 
"WELCOME TO STATE UNIVERSITY." Twinkling stars shimmer in 
the heavens above them. Susan drops a few subtie hints. 


_ REED 
I didn't think we'd ever 
finish. 
SUSAN 


We make a good team. 


REED 
` You're right. The four of 
us work well together. 


SUSAN 
So do the two of us. 


REED 
(not getting it) 
The two of us? 














SUSAN 
Reed, do you believe in chemistry? 


REED 
Of course. Protons and electrons 
reacting positively and negatively 
to form atoms. It's the basis of 
all science. 


SUSAN 
I mean the chemistry between 


people. 


REED 
(confused) 
People? 
SUSAN 


(blurting it out) 
Will you go to the dance with 
me tomorrow night? 


REED 
I can't. I have to help 
Professor Von Doom prepare 
for the cosmic ray. 


SUSAN 
Couldn't you do both? 


REED 
I don't know, Susan. That might 
be spreading myself too thin. 


SUSAN 
We wouldn't have to stay for 
very long. And it doesn't have 
to be a date. It could be more 
of an experiment... 


REED 
An experiment? 


SUSAN 
. > e to see if our atoms are 
compatible. 


REED 
: (thinking it over) 
Well, the dance would provide us 
with the perfect controlled 
environment to test your hypothesis. 











SUSAN 
Is that a "yes?" 
REED 
(smiles) 


Yes. 


Susan returns his smile and runs up the concrete steps to 
her dormitory. Reed watches her go, wondering what he has 
gotten himself into. He turns his gaze up toward the stars. 


INT. STUDENT UNION -- THE NEAT NIGHT 
Styrofoam planets rotate above "The Fantasy Under the Stars 


Dance." Ben has come stag and spikes the punch. Johnny slow 
dances with a DATE under a silver ball. He blows in her ear. 


DATE 
Is it hot in here or is it 
me? 

JOHNNY 
It's me. 


Johnny nibbles the girl's neck as white spots of light swirl 
around them. Across the dance floor, Reed and Susan sway to 
the music. She notices that he is staring off into “space." 


SUSAN 
What are you thinking about? 


REED 
The decorations. They're completely 
inaccurate. Saturn should have four 
rings instead of two and that rocket 
is much too big for the solar system. 


SUSAN 
Earth to Reed... 
REED 
Yes? 
SUSAN 
Why don't you come in fora 
landing? 


Reed smiles, taking the hint. He kisses Susan for the first 
time. But the romantic moment ends when the Lights come up. 
Embarrassed, Sue takes out a compact to re-do her lipstick. 


D.J. 
And now here's a fast one! It's 
called “Speed of Light“ and it's 
coming at you quick as Colossus! 











The D.J. puts on a record as a beam of light shoots through 
the room and pulsates in time with the music. Susan's mirror 
catches its reflection. It blinds her. She drops her compact. 


REED 
Susan, are you all right? 


SUSAN 
I'm fine. The reflection just 
caught me by surprise. 


Reed kneels down and picks up Susan's compact. A crack runs 
through the center of the mirror and splits the light. Reed 
frowns and redirects the beam by adjusting the compact lid. 


SUSAN 
Reed, what's wrong? 

REED 
The angle . 

SUSAN 
What? 

REED 


I forgot to check Johnny's data. 
If he computed the wrong angle, 
the glass lens won't be able to 
withstand the ray's initial blast. 


SUSAN 
(catching on) 
But that would allow Colossus 
to ricochet freely around the 
laboratory ... 


REED 
And subatomically reorganize 
the molecules of whatever it 
strikes! 


They rush across the floor to Johnny. He and his date are 
dancing wildly, panting and sweating to the beat. Neither 
one appreciates being pulled toward the refreshment table. 


REED 
Johnny, we have to get back 
to the lab! 

JOHNNY 


Now? Why? 











REED 
I want to make sure the ray 
isn't coming in at a steeper 
degree than we anticipated. 


JOHNNY 
Reed, I already ran the numbers. 
The computer said 326-point-517. 


Ben overhears the figure. 


BEN 
Are you still cryin' about 
my score? : 


SUSAN 
Your score? 


BEN 
Your baby brother is steamed 
because I broke his record 
playing Skrull Invaders... 
326,517 points! 


JOHNNY 
You've got rocks in your head, 
Ben! We're talking about the 
angle of the cosmic ray! 


SUSAN 
Are we? 


REED 
Johnny, is it possible that you 
misread the comma as a decimal 
point and entered Ben's score 
instead of the angle's degrees? 


JOHNNY 
(flustered) 
I don't know... 
REED 
I've got to warn Professor 
Von Doom! 
Reed runs out, leaving Ben with Sue: 


BEN 
Do you know how to disco? 


Susan rolls her eyes and groans. 
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EXT. HALL OF SCIENCE -- CONTINUOUS 





Reed sprints through the college campus. He runs past an 
odd military trailer and leaps up the marble steps to the 
Hall of Science. He bursts inside through its heavy doors. 


INT. STUDENT LAB -- CONTINUOUS 


Professor Von Doom supervises two uniformed soldiers, LT. 
KROGSTADT and SGT. TRIGORIN as they build a crate around 
a lethai-looking weapon: the Doomsday Laser. Reed enters. 


VON DOOM 
Gently, officers, gently. The 
future of your country is in 
this box... 


REED 
Professor Von Doom? 


VON DOOM 
(startled) 
Reed? I wasn't expecting you 
so soon. Is the dance over? 


REED 
What are you doing with a laser? 





VON DOOM 
Hmmm? Oh. That's an independent 
project I'm working on. 
for a hospital. It's a surgical 
tool. 


REED 
It's a weapon! 


VON DOOM 
That all depends on how it 
is used. 


REED 
You're going to use it the 
same way you used us! To 
make Latveria a superpower! 


VON DOOM 
Reed, it's time you learned 
the most important lesson I. 
can teach: scientists have 
always been used as puppets ~ 
of the government. 














REED 
Whose government? 


VON DOOM 
Soon there will be only one. 


REED 
It'll never work! 


VON DOOM 
Oh, but it will. As you can 
see the wheels have already 
been set in motion... 


Lieutenant Krogstadt and Sergeant Trigorin nail closed the 
fourth and final wall of the crate. The name “LATVERIA" is 
burned into the wood. The officers load the box ona dolly. 


REED 
You don't understand! Our 
reflector has a design flaw! 
It's not safe! 


VON DOOM 
(laughing) 
A pathetic attempt at a desperate 
lie. The experiment will proceed 
as planned. 


12s 


The soldiers wheel out the boxed laser as Professor Von Doom 
flips switches and presses buttons, preparing for the cosmic 
ray. Reed watches the reflector rise up toward the skylight. 


INT. 


STUDENT UNION -- A SHORT TIME LATER 


Ben and Susan stand at the punch bowl, waiting for Reed 
to return. Worried, Johnny and his date join them. 


| JOHNNY 
It's almost time for Colossus. 


SUSAN 
I wonđer what's keeping Reed? 


BEN 
Maybe the two of you should 
go find him. 


SUSAN 
And what are you going to do? 
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BEN 
(holding Johnny's date) 
We'll think of something... 


JOHNNY 
Come on, lover! 


Johnny grabs Ben and drags him out the door. The three of 
them exit, leaving Johnny's date alone at the punch bowl. 


INT. STUDENT LAB -- CONTINUOUS 


Professor Von Doom opens the skylight by remote control. 
The reflector's glass lens ascends out of the octagonal 
window. A radar screen hums softly in the background. 


REED 
Professor, I thought the purpose 
of harnessing the cosmic ray was 
to be constructive? 


VON DOOM 
Sometimes the only way to be 
constructive is to be destructive! 
To start over with a clean slate! 


A bleep appears on the radar screen -- bathing Professor 
Von Doom's face with a flashing, red glow. Reed sees him 
grin evilly, revealing himself to be a true megalomaniac. 


VON DOOM 
(a wicked whisper) 
Colossus . . 


Victor Von Doom and Reed Richards shift their gaze from the 
flashing radar screen to the open skylight over their heads. 
Although they cannot see the cosmic ray, they hear its roar. 


EXT. HALL OF SCIENCE -- CONTINUOUS 


Ben, Susan, and Johnny rush madly through the campus. They 
arrive at the Hall of Science just as Lt. Krogstadt and Sgt. 
Trigorin finish loading the crated laser into their trailer. 


Suddenly, a sonic boom causes all of them to look up in the 
sky. There they see Colossus. The bright white beam of light 
streaks through the darkmess -- momentarily blinding them. 


The cosmic ray nosedives through the clouds and plummets 
toward the Earth. It swoops down over the sculpted roof of 
the Hall of Science and disappears behind its marble arches. 
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INT. STUDENT LAB -- CONTINUOUS 


Colossus is drawn into the reflector and funneled into the 
astral collector, a glass tank which gathers the sparkling 
cosmic particles. The ray's angle begins to melt the lens. 


REED 
Professor, I'm telling you 
the truth! The reflector is 
dangerous! 


VON DOOM 
(yelling to be heard) 
Look at it! This is the pen 
that will rewrite history! 


REED 
You have to shut it off! 


Seeing that Professor Von Doom is distracted by the awesome 
display before him, Reed dashes toward the "SHUT OFF" lever. 
But Professor Von Doom grabs his wrist before he reaches it. 


VON DOOM 
(maniacally) 
You've always been my most apt 
pupil, Reed! But this time your 
reach has exceeded your grasp! 


Professor Von Doom pulls Reed away from the lever and hurls 
him against a wall. The teacher and student face other ina 
desperate moment for both of them. Everything is at stake. 


REED 
Please, Professor! It's not 
too late! 

VON DOOM 


No, it's not! Join me, Reed! 
With our combined intellects, 
we can perfect the world! 


REED 
By destroying it? 
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VON DOOM 

(screaming inspirationally) 
By cleansing it! We'll breed new 
diseases to devour the weak and 
grow contaminated vegetation to 
poison entire nations! We'll 
eliminate overpopulation by 
sending continents sinking to the 
bottom of the sea! We'll ravish 
the rain forests and rip the hole 
in the ozone wide open! The world 
will be recreated in the blink of 
an eye . . . by a flash of light! 


A crack stutters up the center of the glass lens, releasing 
the cosmic ray into the laboratory. It ricochets around the 
room, shattering test tubes and short-circuiting equipment. 


Suddenly, it changes direction and streaks toward Reed. He 
dives out of the way, prompting the beam to bounce off the 
wall and strike Professor Von Doom directly in the face. 


He screams in agonizing pain as his head is encircled by a 
Silver shaft of light which eventually consumes his entire 
body. Colossus shoots through his every limb like an x-ray. 


Reed reaches out in an attempt to pull Professor Von Doom 
out of the monolithic cylinder of light but is stopped by 
Susan, Ben and Johnny who burst into the lab, horrified. 


JOHNNY 
Come on, Reed! 
REED 
(struggling) 
No! 
BEN 


The reflector's gonna blow! 


REED 
But the professor . 


SUSAN 
We have to get out of here! 


REED 
I can't leave him! 


The three of them drag Reed out of the laboratory as the 
giant reflector starts to rumble over their heads. Smoke 
Swirls around the light that imprisons Victor Von Doom. 











EXT. HALL OF SCIENCE -- CONTINUOUS 

The four classmates escape the Hall of Science just as the 
windows blow out and flames explode through the skylight. 
Sirens are heard off in the distance as the building burns. 
Suddenly, the cosmic ray shoots out of the blazing inferno 
and streaks back into outerspace, bathing Reed's face with 
a Silver glow. He watches its tail disappear into the night. 
EXT. THE HOSPITAL -- THAT NIGHT 

An ambulance screeches to a stop in front of the hospital. 
INT. WAITING ROOM -- LATER YET 

The operating room doors open and Reed sees a SURGEON step 


out into the waiting room. The students rise to meet him. 
He takes off the surgical mask to reveal his somber face. 


REED 
How is he? 
SURGEON 
I'm sorry. He was too badly 


burned. 


Ben sighs as Susan buries her face in Johnny's arms. Reed 
sees TWO ORDERLIES wheel Von Doom's covered corpse out of 
the operating room. They look like Krogstadt and Trigorin. 


REED 
(suspicious) 
Where are they taking him? 


SURGEON 
Down to the morgue. 


The two orderlies wheel the body into an elevator as Reed 
runs to get a closer look at them. The doors slide closed. 
Reed frowns, watching the elevator rise up to the rooftop. 


EXT. HOSPITAL ROOF -- CONTINUOUS 

The elevator doors open on the rooftop: Lt. Krogstadt and 

Sgt. Trigorin strap Victor Von Doom into the stretcher of 

a Waiting helicopter. It secrets him away into the night. 

EXT. LATVERIAN CASTLE -- 48 HOURS LATER 

The Latverian skyline is dark and brooding, full of jagged 


arches and sculpted gargoyles. Rising into the horizon is 
the foreboding Castle Von Doom. Its towers are menacing. 
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INT. CASTLE MONASTERY -- CONTINUOUS 


Professor Von Doom wakes up to find himself in a gothic 
monastery, surrounded by faceless monks hooded in dark 
green robes. They are bandaging his burnt face and head. 


But the monks leave a bandaged opening, allowing them to 
observe a crack in Victor Von Doom's skull. The faceless 
monks silently watch as his brain pulsates and expands. 


Victor screams in pain as his growing gray matter bubbles 
out of his head. He loses consciousness. The last image 
he sees is an ominous suit of armor at the foot of his bed. 


DISSOLVE TO: 
EXT. CENTRAL CITY -- 1993 


The bustling metropolis is full of bright colors that could 
have been torn out of the pages of a comic book. The Baxter 
Building is the city's centerpiece. Its address is "4444." 


CLOSE UP ON A T.V. -- CONTINUOUS 


A portly WEATHERMAN stands in front of maps and charts 
as he reads the forecast from a teleprompter. The news 
ANCHORMAN sits behind his desk, waiting for his turn. 


WEATHERMAN 
The five day outlook is showing 
warmer temperatures and clearer 
skies. And that's good news for 
the Astrology Club at Central 
City Junior High. The would-be 
meteorologists are camping out 
Wednesday night with the hopes 
of seeing Colossus. The cosmic 
ray is visible from the Earth 
once every decade. Its last visit 
was in 1983. Back to you, David. 


ANCHORMAN 
In a related story, four astronauts 
who the public has nicknamed "The 
Fantastic Four” held a press 
conference today to discuss their 
upcoming shuttle flight. 


The picture changes to a taped segment of REED, SUE, BEN, 
and JOHNNY. Now ten years older, they have grown into an 
attractive and charismatic group. They face the REPORTERS. 
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INT. PENTHOUSE LAB -- CONTINUOUS 


The press conference plays on a T.V. inside the penthouse 
laboratory of the Baxter Building. Reed is fine-tuning a 
satellite. Sue, Johnny, and Ben watch themselves on T.V. 


JOHNNY 
There we are .. 

BEN 
Hey, I ain't a bad-lookin' 
guy! 

SUSAN 


Reed, you're missing it... 


Reed glances up from the satellite, unimpressed. His three 
crew members, however, are glued to the television screen. 
Flash bulbs pop in their faces as the public applauds them. 


CLOSE UP ON THE T.V. -- CONTINUOUS 


The press conference begins with Reed making a very brief 
statement. Reporters scribble into their notepads as ANNA 
STREIT, a hard-hitting journalist, listens to every word: 


REED l 
The purpose of our mission is to 
launch a reflector-satellite and 
harness Colossus before it leaves 
the Earth's atmosphere. 


ANNA 
Dr. Richards, isn't it true 
that NASA refused to fund 
this experiment because it is 
considered unsafe? 


REED 
No, Anna. That's incorrect. I 
declined a government grant 
because that would entitle the 
defense department to use our 
findings for warfare. Instead, 
the flight has been financed 
by an anonymous philanthropist. 


ANNA 
How do you respond to the charges 
that the experiment is dangerous, 
as was demonstrated by the death of 
Professor Victor Von Doom in 1983? 
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Reed hesitates, this is cleariy a painful memory. 
INT. THRONE ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 


DR. DOOM, the former college professor, is now encased ina 
robotic suit of armor. He rules from a throne in the middle 
of a circular control console. His face is hidden by a hood. 


REED 
I can only say that Professor 
Von Doom ignored a design flaw 
in the the spectroscopic lens. 
It has since been corrected. 


ANNA 
How has it been corrected? 


REED 
No comment. 


Anna is about to give Reed a follow-up question when the 
shouts of her fellow reporters drowned her out. Dr. Doom 
watches the monitor as the press conference continues. 


INT. PENTHOUSE LAB -- CONTINUOUS 


Ben turns down the volume. The broadcast plays silently 
in the background. Ben approaches Reed at the satellite. 


BEN 
I'm siding with the skirt on 
this one, Doc. When are ya 
gonna fill us in on how this 
baby works? 


SUSAN 
Ben's right, Reed. If we're 
going up, we should know all 
the details. 


JOHNNY 
How did you make the reflector 
strong enough to withstand the 
angle of the cosmic ray? 


The elevator doors hum open. WILLIE LUMPKIN, the Baxter 
Building's mailmam, wheels a heavy crate into the lab. 


WILLIE 
Dr. Richards .. 


REED 
Yes, Willie? 











20. 


WILLIE 
I have the diamond you ordered. 


SUSAN 
(perking up) 
Diamond? Is it attached to an 
engagement ring? 


| REED 
Sorry, Sue. This diamond is 
a little too heavy to wear 
on your finger. It's three 
hundred carats. 


WILLIE 
Sign here. 


Reed signs the electronic clipboard. Willie tips his hat and 
exits. Susan, Ben, and Johnny stare curiously at the crate. 


JOHNNY 
Did you say three hundred 
carats? 

REED 


It's for the satellite. 


Reed prys open the box and removes the packaging. A diamond 
the size of a bowling ball casts rainbows in the penthouse. 


SUSAN 
It's beautiful a 


BEN 


' Beautiful? It just looks 
_ like.a big rock to me! 


JOHNNY 
How will it work, Reed? 


Reed sits down behind his computer and calls up a file from 
the hidden menu. The graphics illustrate his explanation. 


REED 
I've replaced the glass reflector 
with a diamond refractor. The 
prisms will divide the cosmic ray 
into several hundred smaller angles, 
thereby diluting the power of its 
beam to a controllable heat level. 


The animated blueprint demonstrates how the satellite's 
rotating axis will draw Colossus into its many chambers. 
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BEN 
Cut the scientific mumbo-jumbo! 
Is it safe or not? 


REED 
Yes, Ben. It's safe. 


BEN 
Good. 'Cause I don't want what 
happened to Von Doom happenin' 
touS... 


The computer-generated diamond continues to rotate on the 
blue screen, refracting the graphic white light of the ray. 


INT. THRONE ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 


Dr. Doom stares at the same computer graphic, impatiently 
drumming his iron fingers. Lt. Krogstadt and Sgt. Trigorin 
enter from behind. Dr. Doom's throne rotates to face them. 


KROGSTADT 
My Lord... 


DOOM 
Yes, Lieutenant? 


KROGSTADT 
I regret to inform you that we 
were unable to secure the space 
diamond. 


Dr. Doom's drumming iron fingers pick up speed, frightening 
the two officers. His mechanical voice is filtered through 
some sort of metal grill that remains hidden under his hood. 


DOOM 
Qh? 


TRIGORIN 
Reed Richards purchased it before 
we could enter your bid. Perhaps- 


DOOM 
Perhaps you should leave me. 


Lt. Krogstadt and Sgt. Trigorin offer Dr. Doom that strange 
Latverian salute he gave to his father ten years earlier. 
They exit. Doom's throne rotates to face the news broadcast. 











PPE 


ANCHORMAN 
In other news tonight: the elusive 
jewel thief known only as the Mole 
Man has struck again, this time 
making off with a sapphire valued 
at well over three million dollars. 
This pint-sized burglar earned his 
name because of his ability to tunnel 
into depositories and museums by way 
of sewers and air shafts. He is also 
believed to be responsible for Central 
City's recent string of art thefts. 


Dr. Doom stops drumming his fingers and closes his metal 
hand into an iron fist. He gets an idea... 


INT. SEWER SYSTEM -- CONTINUOUS 


Squealing rats splash through the rusty puddles of a steam 
tunnel as they make way for THE MOLE MAN. The arch rodent 
scampers quickly through the tube on his hands and knees. 


The four foot tall criminal drops down into the main sewer 
line. Wearing opaque, infra-red glasses he runs through the 
darkness and jumps into a curving underground sewage well. 


The Mole Man shrieks with delight as he slides down the 
rounded walls of the tunnel. His laughter echoes through 
the sewers as he disappears into the bottomless blackness. 


INT. ABANDONED SUBWAY -- CONTINUOUS 


The Mole Man flies through a trapdoor and lands in a throne 
which overlooks his kingdom: an abandoned subway glittering 
with precious jewels, rare paintings, and beautiful statues. 


The Mole Man seems disappointed that there is no one there 
to greet him. Then a flute twitters from behind one of the 
Statues. It plays the first few notes of a classical piece. 


The Mole Man squeals with delight as COCKROACH, a scaly man, 
emerges from behind the statue: a flute held in his gnarled 
Fingers. Soon other FIGURES appear from behind the statues. 


MOLE MAN 
(excitedly) 
Come see what I've brought you! 


The Mole Man stands up on his throne and pulls a sapphire 
out of a velvet pouch. He holds up the deep purple gem as 
a trophy. The amethyst shine draws out his loyal subjects. 


The SUBTERRANEANS creep out of the sculpture garden. They 
are all outcasts from the surface world, either physically 
or emotionally deformed. They are awed by the jewel's glow. 
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Suddenly, the Subterraneans lift the Mole Man's impish 
figure into the air. Others grab instruments and begin 
to play. They frolic and dance in a surreal celebration. 


EXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- THE NEAT AFTERNOON 


Ben is playing football with some of his old TEAMMATES 
in Central City Park. His college jersey reads: “GRIMM 
#21." The CENTER calls out the plays as Ben gets ready. 


CENTER 
Twelve, twenty-one, sixty-five. 
Hut -hut-hike! 


The center snaps the ball to the QUARTERBACK who runs 
back, looking for an open receiver. Ben steamrolis by 
the DEFENSE, knocking them out of his way and yelling: 


BEN 
It's clobberin' time! 


The quarterback throws the ball across the length of the 
makeshift field. Ben holds out his arms and runs for it. 
He knocks down a PRETTY PEDESTRIAN and fumbles the ball. 


BEN 
(angrily) 
Why don't ya watch where 
yer goin'? 


ALICIA 
(disoriented) 
I'm sorry. 


Ben looks up at ALICIA MASTERS, a sculptress. She finds her 
cane and walks off, feeling her way forward. Ben realizes 
that Alicia is blind. But for him, it's love at first sight. 


INT. SEWER SYSTEM -- MEANWHILE 


Lt. Krogstadt.and Sgt. Trigorin march through the infested 
sewers, following the beeps of a geiger counter which will 
lead them to the Mole Man's underworld. It buzzes loudly. 


TRIGORIN 
Do you have something? 


7 KROGSTADT 
I'm detecting an unusually high 
mineral deposit behind this wall. 


Sgt. Trigorin pulls a sack of cylinders out of the pack 
on his back. He begins connecting the tubes, creating a 
miniature bazooka which he aims at the wall of the sewer. 











INT. ABANDONED SUBWAY -- CONTINUOUS 


The Mole Man overlooks his subjects from his throne. They 
paint, sculpt, and play classical music. Suddenly, a hole 
is blown into the subway. Krogstadt and Trigorin storm in. 


MOLE MAN 
(a high-pitched shriek) 
Invaders! Attack! 


The Subterraneans drop their paintbrushes and chisels as 
they defend their underworld. The Latverian officers are 
quickly subdued. Their packs are brought to the Mole Man. 


MOLE MAN 
(rummaging through them) 
Weapons! Maps! Passports! Relics 
from the surface world that we 
have no use for! But what's this? 


The Mole Man pulis out what appears to be a giant diamond. 
The Subterraneans "ooh" and "aah" in wonder. The Mole Man 
checks its authenticity through a magnified monocled lens. 


MOLE MAN 
(squeaking) 
Don't be fooled my subterranean 
subjects! It's a fake! Made of 
nothing but worthless glass .. 


The Mole Man stands on his throne and raises the diamond 
over his head. He is about to smash it on the floor when 
a confiscated black box projects a hologram of Dr. Doom. 


DOOM 
stop! 
His cloaked iron image causes the Mole Man to stumble 


backwards. The weight of the glass replica causes him 
to topple over in his throne. Dr. Doom takes command. 


DOOM 
Which one of you is the Mole 
Man? 
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The frightened Subterraneans shrink back, creating a walkway 


leading to the Mole Man. Summoning his courage, he climbs 


over the toppled throne and bravely faces his towering enemy. 


MOLE MAN 
I am the Mole Man. But you are 
not known to me. 











DOOM 
My identity is of no importance. 


MOLE MAN 
Then why do you hide your face? 
Are you ashamed of it? 


DOOM 
I did not come here to- 


MOLE MAN 

I know why you have come. You are 
an outcast in need of escape from 
the harsh sunlit surface. You are 
not alone, my disfigured friend. 
Our world is one of neverending 
night. Here you will never have 
to look at yourself or be looked 
at by others. Come. Join us... 


The Mole Man reaches out to take Dr. Doom's metal hand. 
But both their hands pass through each other. The Mole 
Man stubborniy tries to grasp the light of the hologram. 


DOOM 
I have no wish to become part 
of your underworld uptopia. I 
am here to hire you. 


MOLE MAN 
Hire me? With what? 


DOOM 
I will pay you ten million 
dollars ... 


MOLE MAN 
(laughing shrilly) 
The Mole Man has no need for 
money ! 


DOOM 
. > - to steal a three hundred 
carat diamond. 


The Mole Man stops laughing. His eyes narrow on the glass 
model which rests on his toppled throne. He turms to face 
the mysterious stranger, suddenly intrigued by the offer. 


MOLE MAN 
Who are you? 


The mechanical monarch slowly lowers his dark green hood, 
revealing himself for the first time. His face is encased 
in a frightening iron mask with a bolted, grilled mouth. 
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DOOM 
My name is Doctor Doom... 


His amplified voice echoes through the sewers. 

INT. PENTHOUSE LAB -- THAT NIGHT 

Sensory lasers criss-cross the laboratory floor, creating 
an electronic tic-tac-toe board. The giant satellite sits 

undisturbed. Its diamond shimmers in the silent moonlight. 
Suddenly, an air vent pops off the ceiling. A chain stops 
it from clanking on the floor and setting off the alarms. 

The Mole Man peeks out of the overhead ventilation shaft. 


A pack on his back, the arch rodent slides gracefully down 
the chain and sways back and forth on it: swinging himself 


closer to the diamond. His infra-red glasses light the way. 
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Finally, his pendulum-like movements get him near enough to 
land on the satellite. Using a strange all-purpose tool, the 
Mole Man hand-cranks the diamond up from its circular mount. 


Then he replaces it with the glass substitute from his pack. 
Next he attaches the diamond to the chain with a linked net. 


He sits on the jewel and swings back under the shaft on it. 


The Mole Man presses a button on that peculiar all-purpose 


device. It activates a portable pulley which is anchored in 
the air shaft. It lifts the rat and his diamond up and away. 


INT. ABANDONED SUBWAY -- CONTINUOUS 


The Subterraneans bask in the glow of the space diamond as 


the Mole Man unveils it in the sewer. Sgt. Trigorin and Lt. 


Krogstadt smile, knowing that Doctor Doom will be pleased. 


KROGSTADT 
You have the Lord of Latveria's 
eternal gratitude. 


MOLE MAN 
Gratitude 1s not enough... 


TRIGORIN 
And the ten million dollars. 


MOLE MAN 
I'd rather have the diamond! And 
two new statues for my collection! 


The Mole Man pulls a lever, opening a trapdoor. A vat of 
quick-drying plaster is dumped on the officers. Trigorin 
and Krogstadt become living sculptures. The mole squeals. 
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EXT. LEVEL PLAINS DESERT -- THE NEAT MORNING 


Anna Streit stands in front of the Channel 14 camera crew, 
broadcasting live from the desert launch site. The shuttle 
is behind her, heating up for take-off. The CROWD watches. 


ANNA 
This is Anna Streit, broadcasting 
live from the Level Plains Desert, 
where the Cirrus Space Shuttle is 
sixty seconds away from blast off. 


Flames shoot out of the booster rockets, sending sparks 
flying through the air. The on-lookers take pictures and 
hold up cardboard signs reading: "WE Q) THE FANTASTIC 41" 
INT. COCKPIT -- CONTINUOUS 
Dressed in blue spacesuits, the astronauts prepare for the 
launch. Ben and Reed sit in the pilot and co-pilot seats, 
respectively. Sue and Johnny are strapped in the other two. 
INT. CONTROL CENTER -- CONTINUOUS 
The control center is blinking and buzzing with activity. 
SUPERVISOR 
Cirrus, this is Flight Command. 
We may have a slight delay. 


REED (0.S.) 
How slight? 


SUPERVISOR 
Your mainframe computer appears 
to have been overloaded .. 
A digital clock on the wall reveals "45" seconds remain. 
INT. COCKPIT -- CONTINUOUS 


The crew tries to find the problem. 


REED 
Overloaded? With what? 


JOHNNY 
(sheepishly) 
Whoops. 


BEN 
Whoops? 
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JOHNNY 
I think I stored Skrull Invaders 
in the memory bank. 


SUSAN 
Some things never change. 


REED 
Some things better change. 


JOHNNY 
Don't worry, Reed. I'1l put 
it back on floppy disc. 
Johnny transfers the computer game. 
INT. THRONE ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 
Dr. Doom sits in the center of his circular control panel, 
watching Anna Streit on the giant monitor. The box in the 
corner of the screen shows "30" seconds left on the clock. 
INT. CONTROL CENTER -- CONTINUOUS 
The SUPERVISOR watches the computer come back on line. 
SUPERVISOR 
Cirrus, all systems are go. You're 
cleared for take off. Minus twenty 
seconds and counting . 
The digital clock clicks down from the "20" second mark. 
INT. COCKPIT -- CONTINUOUS 
The four astronauts exchange excited glances. 
BEN 
I hope everybody went to the 
can before we left... 
Ben presses a button, building up maximum power. 
EXT. LEVEL PLAINS DESERT -- CONTINUOUS 


Anna Streit moves out of the way, allowing her camera crew 
to get a shot of the fiery boosters. The crowd counts down: 


CROWD 
Ten, mine, eight, seven, six, 
five, four, three, two, one- 


The space shuttle blasts off with a sonic boom. It soars 
into the sky, leaving a long trail of smoke behind it. 
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EXT. THE GALAXY -- A SHORT TIME LATER 

The shuttle rockets through the galaxy, past swirling 
constellations and fiery comets. The Earth is nothing 
more than a blue and green dot below the roaring ship. 
INT. COCKPIT -- CONTINUOUS 


The crew is overwhelmed by the vastness of outerspace. 


BEN 
Did anybody remember to bring 
a map? 

REED 


Just head for the Big Dipper 
and make a left. It'll be the 
first galaxy on your right. 


JOHNNY 
Is he serious? 


SUSAN 
It's hard to tell sometimes. 


Ben navigates the craft through the starry blackness. 
EXT. THE GALAXY -- LATER YET 

The space shuttle hovers in the Milky Way. 

INT. SHUTTLE -- CONTINUOUS 

Reed and Susan are strapped in the observation chamber. 
The satellite is encased inside a giant, vertical tube 


that towers up into an octagonal opening in the ceiling. 


SUSAN 
The compression tube is ready. 


REED 
Launching satellite... 


Reed activates the compression tube which shoots a gust 
of oxygen under the satellite and sends it flying out 
the octagonal opening in the space shuttle's ceiling. 
EXT. THE GALAXY -- CONTINUOUS 


The satellite-reflector floats serenly in zero gravity. 


INT. COCKPIT -- A SHORT TIME LATER 


Ben and Johnny sit in the cockpit. Their faces are bathed 
in a blue glow. The sounds of explosions fill the chamber. 
They appear to be under attack. Johnny defends the craft. 


BEN 
Watch out, Johnny! Skrull 
Invaders at twelve o'clock! 


JOHNNY 
I see them! 


Johnny taps a computer key quickly, returning the enemy's 
fire. A reverse angle reveals the two friends are playing 
their favorite game. Johnny blows it. The Earth explodes. 


BEN 
Way to go, kid. You just let 
down five billion people and 
destroyed the Earth. 


JOHNNY 
Do-over ... 


Johnny presses the "RESTART" button and the computer game 
begins again. Ben looks over Johnny's shoulder as the evil 
Skrulls bombard the blue screen with electronic asteroids. 


INT. SHUTTLE -- CONTINUOUS 


Reed and Susan sit strapped in the shuttle's observation 
chamber and gaze out the porthole at the satellite. What 
they think is the diamond shines as brightly as the stars. 


SUSAN 
It's beautiful, isn't it? 


REED 
It sure is. Stainless steel, 
wind-resistant, aerodynamic 


propulsion... 

SUSAN 
Not the satellite, Reed. The 
diamond. 

REED 


Actually, it's a bit flashy 
for my tastes. I like this 
one much better. 


Reed reaches into the pocket of his jumpsuit and removes a 
small velvet box. It floats across the observation chamber 


to Susan. She opens it to find a sparkling engagement ring. 


30.3 
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SUSAN 
Oh, Reed... 


REED 
I wanted to wait until we were 
in orbit to propose. I thought 
the stars would provide us with 
amore romantic atmosphere. 


SUSAN 
If you find combustible balis 
of galactic gas romantic. 


REED 
(like a wedding vow) 
I do. 


SUSAN 
(exchanging the vow) 
I do too. 


Reed unstraps himself from the chair and floats across the 
shuttle in zero gravity. Susan unbuckles herself and meets 
him in midair. He puts the ring on her finger. She giggles. 


REED 
What's so funny? 


SUSAN 
My mother always said I'd 
‘Marry a rocket scientist. 
' She didn't know how right 
she was. 


Is that a “yes?" 


SUSAN 
No. But this is... 


Susan leans forward and kisses Reed romantically. However, 
their makeshift ceremony is interrupted by a bleep on the 
radar screen. Ben shouts back at them from the cockpit: 


BEN 
Here it comes! 


The cosmic ray streaks by the porthole, filling the shuttle 
with a white glow. Its beam is intercepted by the satellite 
and funneled into the astral collector by the glass diamond. 
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EXT. THE GALAZY -- CONTINUOUS 


The space shuttle looms in the background as Colossus melts 
through the refractor. Suddenly, the diamond explodes into 
shard bits, sending the cosmic ray soaring toward the ship. 


INT. SHUTTLE -- CONTINUOUS 

The craft is rocked by the cosmic blast. Reed and Susan fly 
out of each other's arms and are thrown against the rounded 
walls of the ship. They float unconscious ina silver light. 
INT. COCKPIT -- CONTINUOUS 

The silver shock waves ripple through the cockpit as well, 


causing the flight equipment to flash red "WARNING" lights. 
Strapped down, Ben and Johnny struggle to remain conscious. 





JOHNNY 
Ben, what's happening? 
BEN 
We're trapped inside Colossus! 
JOHNNY 
You've got to get us out of 
here ... 
BEN 
I'm trying! 


Johnny loses consciousness as Ben forces himself to stay 
awake in spite of the amorphous shock waves that sap his 
energy. His knuckles go white as he clutches the controls. 


EXT. THE GALAXY -- CONTINUOUS 


Finally, the seemingly endless cosmic ray passes through 
the ship and continues on its path through the universe. 
The space shuttle is released and plummets toward Earth. 


INT. COCKPIT -- CONTINUOUS 


Barely able to keep his eyes open, Ben squints out the 
cockpit window and sees meteors and asteroids whizzing 
toward their malfunctioning shuttle. He takes a breath: 


| BEN 
Time to play Skrull Invaders! 


Ben begins maneuvering through the spinning rocks as if 
he were playing his favorite computer game. He makes it 
past the jagged clusters. The Earth approaches rapidly. 
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EXT. CAVERNOUS DESERT -- CONTINUOUS 


The shuttle crash lands in a cavernous desert, skimming 
across the rocky surface before disappearing in a sandy 
cloud. The dust clears. Reed wakes up in the wreckage. 


REED 
Susan .. . Johnny .. . Ben? 


BEN 
Did anybody get the license 
plate of that truck? 


JOHNNY 
Where's Sue? 


The three men slowly come back to life as they realize that 
Sue is nowhere to be seen. Frantic, they rise to their feet 
and begin rummaging through the steaming shuttle wreckage. 


REED 
Susan, can you hear me? 
SUSAN (0.S.) 
Reed, is that you? 
JOHNNY 
Sis? 
BEN 


Johnny, no! That's the 
booster's exhaust! 


But Ben is too late. Johnny picks up a smoldering pipe in 
his hands. He rolls it over to see that the underside is 
burning with red embers. Dazed, he watches the steam rise. 


REED 
He's in shock. . 


Reed runs to Johnny and forces him to drop the booster. He 
stares at his palms. His skin appears to be unharmed. 


JOHNNY 
(in wonder) 
I didn't feel a thing... 


Examining Johnny's hands, Reed accidentally burns his own. 
He shakes off the heat and exclaims: 


REED 
Ow! 
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BEN 
What's wrong? 


REED 
He burned me. 


Reed and Ben stare at Johnny in silent confusion. He is just 
as amazed. But unknown to any of them, a pair of disembodied 
footprints climbs out of the wreck and walks across the sand. 


SUSAN (0.S.) 
Is everyone all right? 
REED 
Sue, where are you? 
SUSAN (0.S.) 
I'm right here. 
REED 
Where? 
SUSAN (0.S.) 
Behind you. 


They turn toward the footprints which stand on the edge of 
a rocky cliff. Susan's torso materializes out of thin air. 
But her lower half stays invisible. Their mouths drop open. 


JOHNNY 

Do you guys see what I see? 
BEN 

No. That's the problem . 
REED 

Sue, don't look down! 
SUSAN 

Why not? I'm not afraid of 


heights. 


Susan looks down and is shocked to see that her waist and 
legs are gone. Her face loses all its color as she raises 
her eyes back to Reed, hoping he will offer an explanation. 


SUSAN 
(panicking) 
Reed? 


Suddenly, Sue's waist reappears. Then her legs. And finally 
her feet. She seems relieved until the rocks give way under 
her weight and send her falling off the edge of the cliff. 











REED 
susan! 


Reed dives toward the cliff as Susan disappears over its 
edge. He leans over the jagged rocks to see that she has 
caught onto a vine. Reed struggles to grab Susan's hand. 


REED 
I can't reach! 


SUSAN 
Stretch! 


Suddenly, Reed's arm grows by three feet, allowing him to 
grab Susan's hand. Then, in one swift gesture, his rubber 
arm snaps back into place and pulls Susan up to safety. 


REED 
Are you all right? 


SUSAN 
(a little scared) 


Are you? 


REED 
I'm not sure any of us are. 


The four friends look at each other, not knowing who they 
are or what they will become... 


EXT. THE DESERT -- THAT NIGHT 


The astronauts sit on various pieces of their shuttle as 
Johnny rubs two sticks together -- unable to make a camp 
fire. Reed fires a flare gun into the starry night sky. 


REED 
If a rescue party doesn't see 
our flare, maybe they'll spot 
the camp fire. 


JOHNNY 
(sighs) 
What camp fire? 


Johnny tosses down the sticks and dusts off his hands by 
clapping them together. The friction of his paims creates 
a single spark which instantly ignites the roaring flames. 


SUSAN 
What's happening to us? 
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BEN 
Us? Ya mean what's happenin' 
to yout Yer all turnin' into 
freaks! 





Ben zips up his sleeping bag and rolls over, removing 
himself from the group. The remaining three sit ina 
scared silence. Reed fires another flare into the sky. 


EXT. THE DESERT -- SUNRISE 

The fire burns out as the four sleep in their space bags. A 
fierce tearing sound wakes Reed, Susan and Johnny. They see 
orange arms and legs ripping through the seams of Ben's bag. 


JOHNNY 
What's that noise? 


REED 
It's coming from Ben's bag. 


SUSAN 
But where's Ben? 


A rumbling snore gives Reed the answer. 





REED 
That is Ben. 


JOHNNY 
Are you sure? 


REED 
We shared the same dorm room 
for two years. I'd recognize 
that snore anywhere. 


Ben rolis over and opens his blue eyes. 


BEN 
What are you three lookin’ at? 


Reed picks up a broken piece of the shuttle’s porthole and 
holds it up in front of Ben as a mirror. He screams at the 
Sight of his sculpted orange face and ledge-like eyebrows. 


BEN 


(jumping up) 
Aahhh! What is that thing? 





REED 
(gently) 
T. It's you, Ben. 











BEN 
(horrified) 
Me? 


Scared that the Thing really is him, Ben inches back toward 
the shiny glass in Reed's hand. The reflection shows him to 
have rocky lips, a stony nose, and cracks all over his head. 


BEN 

This is all your fault! 
REED 

Mine? 
BEN 


You said the diamond would 
protect us from the ray! 


REED 
And it should have! 


BEN 
You made me a monster! 


The Thing throws a powerhouse punch at Reed. But his fist, 
arm, and shoulder sink deep inside Reed's elastic stomach. 
Ben's marbly knuckles make an imprint in Reed's back. 


BEN 
What the ...? 


The Thing looks up at Reed, afraid and confused. Reed too 
is startled and gasps. His quick breath causes Ben's fist 
to bounce back. The Thing clobbers himself in the head. 


BEN 
I'm gonna pulverize you, 
you walking rubberband! 


Ben rushes at Reed. Susan and Johnny try to keep them apart. 


The two friends are about to brawl when a green and yellow 


hovercraft cruises up. THREE MEN in radiation suits get out. 


CAPTAIN 
Dr. Richards? 

REED 
Yes 

CAPTAIN 


NASA sent us to escort you 
and your crew to a government 
hospital for observation. 
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BEN 
Well, it’s about friggin' time! 


The Thing lets go of Reed and lumbers off with the rescue 
party. The other three follow him into the green hovercraft. 
The electronic doors slide shut as it cruises off silently. 


A SERIES OF SCENES -- GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL 
INT. REED'S ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 


Wearing a hospital gown, Reed sits on the examination table. 
DR. HAUPTMANN enters. He is a thin, balding man with rounded 
spectacles. His bedside manner is pleasant and comforting. 


HAUPTMANN 
Dr. Richards, I'm Dr. Hauptmann. 
I'm going to be conducting a 
series of tests to determine what 
effect, if any, the cosmic ray had 
on you and your crew. . 


REED 
I understand. 


HAUPTMANN 
We'll start with a routine physical 
examination. Stick out your tongue 
and say "aaah." 


REED 
Aaah... 


HAUPTMAN 
(looking in his mouth) 
Can you stick it out any further? 


Suddenly, Reed's tongue stretches five inches out of his 
mouth. Dr. Hauptmann drops the wooden depressor, amazed. 
Reed looks down at his own tongue. He frowns, confused. 


INT. JOHNNY'S ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 
Dr. Hauptmann shakes down a thermometer to take Johnny's 


temperature. Everything seems normal. Nothing out of the 
ordinary. A simple visit to the doctor's office... 


HAUPTMANN 

How are you feeling, Johnny? 
JOHNNY 

Okay, . . . except for some 


hot flashes. 
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HAUPTMANN 
You may have a fever. 


Dr. Hauptmann slides the thermometer in Johnny's mouth. The 
mercury shoots up and out of the tube like a bullet. Johnny 
shrugs. The thermometer smokes in his mouth like a cigarette. 


INT. SUE'S ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 


Susan sits meekly on the examination table, listening to Dr. 
Hauptmann ’'s questions while watching him scribble down her 
answers on a Clipboard. She is clearly afraid to be there. 


HAUPTMANN 
Have you been experiencing any 
discomfort since the accident? 


SUSAN 
Just some light-headedness. But's 
that's normal, isn't it? 


HAUPTMANN 
Let's take a look and find out. 


Dr. Hauptmann takes an audioscopic lens out of his lab coat. 
He closes one eye and squints into Susan's ear with it. His 
point of view reveals nothing but a bright and blurry light. 


HAUPTMANN 
That's strange. 

SUSAN (0.S.) 
What? 

HAUPTMANN 


I can't see anything . 


Dr. Hauptmann checks the light of the audioscopic lens. He 
tucks it into the pocket of his lab coat and looks back at 
Susan. He is shocked to see that her head is invisible. 


SUSAN 
What do you think the problem 
is, Doctor? 
Dr. Hauptmann opens his mouth but is unable to speak. 
INT. BEN'S ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 
The Thing lumbers out from behind the dressing screen, 


looking ridiculous in a pair of hospital boxer shorts. 
He stands in front of Hauptmann, unsure of what to do. 
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HAUPTMANN 
Have a seat, Mr. Grimm. 


BEN 
Anything you say, Doc. 


The Thing hops onto the examination table. It cracks under 
his weight. He smiles embarrassedly. Dr. Hauptmann pretends 
not to notice as he ties a tourniquet around Ben's bicep. 


HAUPTMANN 
The first thing I need ís a 
sample of your blood. 


BEN 
No problem. 


HAUPTMANN 
Can you make a fist for me? 


The Thing curls his chiseled, orange fingers into a rocky 
fist. Dr. Hauptmann attempts to puncture Ben's scaly skin 
with a needle. The hypodermic bends beyond recognition. 


HAUPTMANN 
(staring at it) 
How about a urine test? 


The Thing nods in agreement. 
INT. RECREATION ROOM -- SEVERAL DAYS LATER 
Dr. Hauptmann gives his test results to the Fantastic Four. 


HAUPTMANN 
My preliminary findings indicate 
that although you were all exposed 
to the same level of radiation, 
the four of you have been endowed 
with different and distinct 
abilities: spontaneous combustion, 
invisibility, brute strength, and 
excessive malleability. 


BEN 
Excessive malleability? Which one 
of us is that? 


JOHNNY 
It means Reed can stretch every 
part of his body. 











BEN 
(impressed) 
Every part? 
JOHNNY 
Yeah. 
BEN 


(a classroom whisper) 
Hey, Reed, you gotta try this 
out on Susie in the sack. 


SUSAN 
Benjamin! I heard that! 


BEN 
What'd I say? 


HAUPTMANN 
What puzzles me the most is why 
Colossus has effected you all in 
such diverse ways. 


REED 
(thinking outloud) 
The cosmic ray exaggerated the 
dominant traits in each of our 
personalities, thereby turning 
our societal handicaps into 
superpowers . . . 


BEN 
Blah-blah-blah! When are we 
gettin’ outta here? 


HAUPTMANN 
Tomorrow I'd like to begin a 
second, more comprehensive 
battery of tests to determine 
the limits of those powers. 


REED 
(suspiciously) 
The limits? 


HAUPTMANN 
(covering) 
I mean... the extent. 


Reed seems to accept Dr. Hauptmann's flustered explanation. 
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INT. REED'S ROOM -- THE NEXT DAY 


Reed is strapped into an iron rack. Dr. Hauptmann watches as 
his TWO ASSISTANTS turn the cranks: stretching Reed's torso 
across the room. His arms and legs are spooled onto rollers. 


HAUPTMANN 
Everything alright, Dr. Richards? 


REED 
(straining slightly) 
So far .. . 80 good. 


Dr. Hauptmann nods in acknowledgement. He checks the digital 
counter which reads: "1,251 ft." The two lab assistants keep 
turning the rollers. Reed watches his stomach span the room. 


INT. JOHNNY'S ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 


Dr. Hauptmann takes notes as Johnny holds a vial of water in 
his hands. The two assistants wear asbestos suits and stand 
by holding fire extinguishers. Nothing seems to be happening. 


JOHNNY 
This isn't working! 


HAUPTMANN 
Just boil the water, Johnny. 


JOHNNY 
How? It's not like I can just 
turn my flame on! 


But Johnny's frustration ignites with those two magic words: 
"flame on." The water in the vial begins to bubble and then 
steam. Hauptmann takes notes as Johnny smiles triumphantly. 


JOHNNY 
All right! 


Johnny's excitement causes the vial to explode. His fingers 
burst into flames. The fire spreads to his hand and up his 
arm. He turns to Dr. Hauptmann, out of control and panicked. 


JOHNNY 
What do I do now? 


HAUPTMANN 
Turn your flame off! 


JOHNNY 
(blowing on his arm) 
Flame off! Flame off! I can't! 
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Dr. Hauptmann signals his assistants. They aim their fire 
extinguishers at Johnny, spraying him with chemical foam. 
The flame burns out, leaving Johnny covered in white goop. 


INT. SUE'S ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 
Susan and Dr. Hauptmann sit at opposite ends of the table. 


They are both staring at a glass plate -- the only object 
between them. Susan sighs and looks up at Dr. Hauptmann. 


SUSAN 
Tell me again why I'm doing 
this s a 

HAUPTMANN 


Miss Storm, ít is my belief that 
you're able to to wrap visibie, 
infrared, and ultraviolet light 
around your body. This is what 
gives you the power to disappear. 


SUSAN 
So what does being invisible have 
to do with making a plate float? 


HAUPIMANN 
If you can manipulate light, you 
should also be able to use psionic 
energy to move inanimate objects 
with your mind. Now concentrate. 


Susan squints at the plate. Wavelengths (only visible to us) 
ripple from Sue's forehead. The plate remains stationary but 
Dr. Hauptmann and his chair float slowly toward the ceiling. 


INT. BEN'S ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 


A large punching bag made out of a silvery, metallic fabric 
is suspended from the ceiling and mounted to the floor by a 
thick network of wires, attached to a boxed digitial screen. 


HAUPTMANN 
This punching bag is connected 
to a physio-meter, designed to 
measure the amount of pressure 
you're capable of exerting. 


BEN 
| (bored) 
So you want me to hit it? 


HAUPTMANN 
That's right, Mr. Grimm. 
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The Thing steps up to the wired bag. Knowing this is child's 
play, he flicks it with his index finger. It breaks free and 
sails through a nearby wall. The screen reads: "20,000,000." 


EXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- THREE WEEKS LATER 
A covered statue is the centerpiece of a rainy ceremony in 


Central City Park. The MAYOR addresses the umbrellad crowd. 
The Mole Man watches from a sewer grating with Cockroach. 


MAYOR 
Before we conclude this somber 
ceremony . . . I would like to 


introduce you to the artist who 
sculpted the memorial we're about 
to unveil. Miss Alicia Masters. 


There is a brief smattering of applause as Alicia uses her 
cane to find her way up on the platform. The Mole Man leans 
forward, wrapping his stubby fingers around the iron bars. 


ALICIA 
It is with a deep sense of sadness 
that I dedicate this monument as an 
ever-lasting tribute to our lost 
astronauts, who we had come to know 
as the Fantastic Four... 


The giant sheet is pulled off the memorial -- revealing an 
impressive four-statue monument of Reed, Susan, Johnny and 
Ben. The Mole Man slides off his opague glasses and squints. 


MOLE MAN 
Beautiful! 


COCKROACH 
(nibbling on garbage) 
Yeah, but too big to steal. We'd 
never fit it into the sewer. 


MOLE MAN 
Not the statue, you cockroach! 


The girl . 


Cockroach glances at Alicia, unimpressed. But the Mole Man 
is blinded by her beauty. He slides back on the opaque sun 
glasses which cover his deformed eyes. He grins crookedly. 


INT. RECRBATION ROOM -- MEANWHILE 
Reed and Sue play chess. His elongated arm moves the pieces 


from the other side of the room while she slides them using 
her mind. Ben and Johnny are in a heated game of ping-pong. 


BEN 
Is anybody else hot? 


JOHNNY 
You're asking the wrong guy. 





BEN 
Susie, do me a favor and open 
a window. 

SUSAN 


(looking around) 
What window? 


REED 
Ben, you know that government 
hospitals have to stay sealed. 


BEN 
This place feels more like a 
prison than a hospital if ya 
ask me... 


JOHNNY 
I hate to admit it but Blockhead 
is right. Last night they locked 
me in my room. And this morning 
they lined the walls with asbestos. 





REED 
It's just a safety precaution. 


SUSAN 
Reed, don't you find it strange 
that we haven't been allowed to 
make a statement to the press? 


BEN 
Or even see a newspaper? 


JOHNNY 
And how come Dr. Hauptmann is 
the only one who examines us? 


REED 
(thinking it over) 
He is extracting an unusually 
high amount of our celis. 


SUSAN 
Do you think he's keeping 
something from us? 
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REED 
There's only one way to find 
out o $ b 
Reed, Johnny, and Ben all look at Susan simultaneously. 
INT. SUB'S ROOM -- THAT NIGHT 
Dr. Hauptmann finishes taking Susan's blood pressure. 
HAUPTMANN 
Everything seems to be in order, 
Miss Storm. I'll be back in the 
morning for another blood sample. 


SUSAN 
Goodnight, Doctor. 


Susan forces a smile for Dr. Hauptmann as he exits. 

INT. HALLWAY -- CONTINUOUS 

Dr. Hauptmann closes and locks the door to Sue's room. He 
puts the keys in the pocket of his lab coat and continues 
down the hospital hallway toward the futuristic elevators. 

. INT. SUE'S ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 

Susan extends her arm toward the door and squints at the 
lock. Electric biue shock waves ripple out of her finger 
tips, causing the bolt to click. Susan slowly disappears. 
INT. HALLWAY -- CONTINUOUS 

The door to Sue's room opens and closes quickly and quietly. 
INT. CORRIDOR -- CONTINUOUS 

Dr. Hauptmann waits for the elevator. When it arrives, he 
steps inside. The doors are about to close when they bump 
open because of something invisible. Then, they slide shut. 
INT. ELEVATOR -- CONTINUOUS 

Suspecting nothing, Dr. Hauptmann flips through his report. 
The digital number count increases as the elevator rises up 
floor by floor. Its doors open, revealing the throne room. 
INT. THRONE ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 

Dr. Hauptmann steps off the elevator and approaches Doom at 


his circular control panel. He hands the mechanical monarch 
a thick report. The elevator doors remain open behind them. 
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HAUPTMANN 
Lord Doom? I have the Fantastic 
Four's latest test results. 


DOOM 
Splendid. 


HAUPTMANN 
How long do you plan to keep 
them in Latveria? 


DOOM 
As long as it takes to complete 


my plan... 
Suddenly, the elevator doors hum closed behind them. Dr. 
Doom and Dr. Hauptmann turn toward the sound. They think 
nothing of it and continue plotting their wicked scheme. 
INT. REED'S ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 


The bolt clicks and the door unlocks. It drifts open and 
closes a moment later. Sue materializes in front of Reed. 


REED 
Sue, what did you find out? 
SUSAN 
Professor Von Doom is still 
alive! 
REED 
What? 
SUSAN 


And we're not in America . . 
we're in Latveria! 


Reed frowns, unable to believe what Susan tells him. He 
tightens his jaw, knowing what it is they have to do. 


INT. HALLWAY -- CONTINUOUS 


Reed and Susan dash down the hospital hallway. They stop in 
front of two rooms. Both the doors are locked side by side. 


REED 
These are their rooms... 


Susan points her hands at the locked doors. Blue shock waves 
ripple from her fingertips. The bolts click and they run in. 











INT. BEN'S ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 
Reed shakes the snoring Thing. 


REED 
Ben, wake up. 


BEN 
Ma, I don't wanna go to 
school today . 


REED 
Ben! 


BEN 
Reed? What gives? 


The Thing sits up in bed. 
INT. JOHNNY'S ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 
Sue tries to wake up Johnny. 
SUSAN 
Johnny, we've got to get out 
of here! 
JOHNNY 
(yawning) 
Come back in ten minutes, Sis. 


I'm in the middle of the most 
incredible dream... 


SUSAN 
Well, Von Doom is about to 
turn it into a nightmare! 


JOHNNY 
Von Doom? 


Johnny's eyes snap open. 

INT. HALLWAY -- CONTINUOUS 

Reed and the Thing meet Susan and Johnny in the hallway. 
BEN 


Anybody know where the exit 
is? 
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REED 
The only way out is up. We're 
under Von Doom's Castle... 


JOHNNY 
That explains why there are 
no windows. 


SUSAN 
The elevator's this way! 


They follow Susan down the hallway toward the elevator. 
INT. CORRIDOR -- CONTINUOUS 


Arriving at the end of the corridor, Susan presses the 
“UP" button. The elevator doors slide open, revealing 
Dr. Hauptmann. There is a moment of silent confusion. 


HAUPTMANN 
What are you doing out of your 
rooms ? 


Realizing what the situation is, Dr. Hauptmann pulls a 
lever in the elevator. Red lights flash in the hallway 
aS an ear-piercing alarm goes off. Armed GUARDS enter. 


BEN 
Outta the elevator, Doc! 


The Thing picks up Hauptmann and tosses him out of the 
elevator. The armed guards fire at the Fantastic Four 
as the double doors slide shut, deflecting the bullets. 


INT. THRONE ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 


When the elevator doors open again, the Fantastic Four 
find themselves in the castle's medieval throne room. 
Dr. Doom towers evilly in his circular control console. 


DOOM 
At last .. . Reed Richards. 


REED 
Professor Von Doom? 


DOOM 
(roaring) 
Professor Von Doom is dead! 
But Doctor Doom is alive! 


REED 
But how ... ? 
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DOOM 
The cosmic ray empowered me 
just as it has empowerd you. 
However, I did not have a 
shuttle to shield me from the 
impact of the blast. Even as 
my brain expanded, my body 
deteriorated .. . forcing me 
to encase myself inside this 
thermo-electric suit of armor. 


BEN 
Look, you hunk of junk, I don't 
care why yer inside that tin can! 
Ya got no right keepin' us here! 


DOOM 
I have every right! The four 
of you work for me now, just 
as you did before! 


JOHNNY 
We don't work for anyone! 


DOOM 
Oh, no? Who do you think has 
=- been financing your research 
for the last ten years? 


REED 
(shocked) 
You're our philanthropist? 


DOOM 
I tried to educate you, Reed. 
I told you that scientists are 
always used as puppets of the 
govermment . . 


REED 
I'm nobody's puppet, Doom! 


DOOM 
(laughing) 
You're also not the "A" student 
you once were! Otherwise you 
would have done your homework 
and discovered that I was your 
unknown benefactor! 


REED 
(a quiet rage) 
Maybe it's time I taught you 
a lesson, Professor. 
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Reed curls his hand into a fist and sends it flying across 
the length of the throne room by stretching his arm. His 
punch moves at lightning speed, knocking Doom to the floor. 


DOOM 
I see your reach no longer 
exceeds your grasp! Guards! 


Two other elevators open behind the Fantastic Four. A crew 
of armed guards emerge, ready to attack. The heroes slowly 


back up, inching further into the techno-gothic throne room. 


SUSAN 
Now what? 


BEN 
(cracking his knuckles) 
It's clobberin' time! 


The Thing steamrolls through the officers. He knocks them 
out of his way as if he were playing football. Meanwhile, 
Sue blasts a sentry through a wall with her shock waves. 


SUSAN 
This way! 


Ben and Sue escape into the opening. Reed and Johnny are 
about to follow them when three guards aim their weapons. 
They are ready to fire when Reed jumps in front of Johnny. 


REED 
Johnny, watch out! 


Bullets riddle Reed's body. But there is no blood. Reed 
inhales, filling his lungs with air. The shells pop out 
of his chest and fly back at the guards, striking them. 


DOOM 
Put down your weapons! I need 
them alive! 


Reed and Johnmy escape through the hole in the wall with 
Susan and the Thing. A battalion of officers rush after 
them. Johnny extends his arms toward the men and shouts: 


JOHNNY 
Flame on! 


Johnny's arms burst into flames as he creates a wall of 
fire across the throne room, cutting off the soidiers 
from the opening in the wall. The blaze holds them back. 
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INT. VEHICULAR LAUNCH -- CONTINUOUS 


The Fantastic Four enter the vehicular launch, a circular 
station where monorailed hovercrafts wait to be shot out 
of huge compression tubes. Johnny hops inside a green car. 


JOHNNY 
This one looks fast! 


SUSAN 
Ben, you're not going to let 
‘him drive, are you? 


BEN 
I think the kid can handle it. 


SUSAN 
Alright. But you didn't see what 
he did to our parents' station 
wagon when he was sixteen... 


REED 
(a nervous father) 
Johny, are you sure you know 
what you're doing? 


JOHNNY 
No sweat, Reed. By the way, does 
anybody know how to drive stick? 
It's an "H", right? Just kidding! 


Johnny pulls back a lever which fires a jet-propelled 
booster. A flame roars out of the oval exhaust pipe as 
the hovercraft shoots out of the compression tube. 


EXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- MIDNIGHT 

The hovercraft cruises down a hiil in a bluish time warp. It 
stops just inches away from the monument. The Fantastic Four 
get out and look somberly up at their stone images. Silence. 


SUSAN: 
It's like a grave... 


JOHNNY 
Everyone thinks we're dead. 


BEN 
So whadda we do now? 


REED 
Let people know we're alive. 











The heroes stare determinedly at the monument. 
EXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- THE NEXT DAY 


The Mayor stands on the platform, presenting the Fantastic 
Four with a key to Central City. The monument looms behind 
them. The Thing hides in a rain coat, hat, and sun glasses. 


MAYOR 
And so it is with deepest pride 
that I welcome home our heroic 
astronauts and present them with 
this key to Central City! 


REED 
Thank you, Mr. Mayor. 


The crowd claps as photographers snap pictures of Reed 
shaking hands with the Mayor and accepting the key to 
the city. The Thing is uncomfortable with the attention. 


REPORTER #1 
Dr. Richards, how does it feel 
to be back home? 


REED 
(his best joke) 
It feels .. . fantastic! 


The reporters laugh and jot down the response, thinking it 
will make good copy. Anna Streit, however, has her eyes on 
Ben Grimm. She elbows her way to the front of the crowd. 


ANNA 
Mr. Grimm, how come you're 
hiding in that rain coat? 


BEN 
Umm... 


REED 
Ben's skin had an allegeric 
reaction to the cosmic ray. 
But I can assure you that his 
condition is only temporary. 


ANNA 
Did the cosmic ray effect his 
voice as well? 


REED 
(another little joke) 
You know Ben. He's always been 
the strong silent type. 
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REPORTER #2 
Ben, how did you react when 
you saw yourself immortalized 
in stone? 


BEN 
(getting angry) 
Alright, wiseguy, who told 
you? 


REPORTER #2 
Huh? 


Johnny starts to laugh at the Thing's mistake. 


BEN 
Was it you, Storm? 


SUSAN 
(in a whisper) 
Ben, he's talking about the 
statue! 


BEN 
The statue? 


Susan motions to the larger-than-life monument. 


BEN 
Oh. Right. The statue. Well, 
to tell ya the truth I don't 
think it looks like me. 


JOHNNY 
(under his breath) 
At least not anymore . 


BEN 
That cuts it! Come on, hotshot! 
You wanna fight? I'll knock that 
smirk off your face! 


REED 
Ben, caim down- 


JOHNNY 
I'd like to see you try! 


_ REED 
Johnny, cool off- 


Ben rushes at Jonnny, prompting him to flame on and throw a 
ball of fire at him. The crowd gasps in horror as Ben's coat 
burns off, revealing him to be the Thing. Panic spreads. 
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REPORTER #1 
Grimm is a monster! 


REPORTER #2 
And Johnny Storm's a human torch! 


Cameras snap in their faces. Susan tries to shield her eyes 
from the blinding flashes but the light begins to swirl and 
bend around her. She disappears in front of the reporters. 


REPORTER #3 
Where'd she go? 


BEN 
Susie's got the right idea! 
Let's disappear! 


The Thing hops down off the platform and pushes through the 
crowd. Johnny follows, still on fire. No one bothers either 
of them. Anna grabs Reed's arm and tries to make him answer. 


ANNA 
Dr. Richards, how do you explain 
your crew's bizarre mutations? 


REED 
No comment .. . 


Reed tries to get past Anna but she is determined. She holds 
onto him as another reporter grabs his other arm. They begin 
to pull back and forth on Reed in a tug-of-war of questions. 


REPORTER #4 

Are their conditions contagious? 
REED 

No... 
ANNA 


Is the public in any danger? 


REED 
Let me through . 


REPORTER #4 
Did the cosmic ray change you? 


Suddenly, both of Reed's arms expand as the two reporters 
yank on them. The crowd gasps, amazed by his elasticity. 
Cameras flash, illuminating the entire scene like an x-ray. 


FREEZE FRAME. DISSOLVE TO A CLOSE-UP OF A BLACK AND 
WHITE PICTURE. PULL BACK TO REVEAL THE FRONT PAGE OF 
THE MORNING NEWSPAPER. PULL FARTHER BACK TO REVEAL: 











INT. PENTHOUSE LAB -- THE NEAT MORNING 


Sue is holding The Daily Bugle. Its bold headline exclaims: 
"THE FREAKY FOUR." Pictures from the press conference fill 
the front page. Reed joins Sue, Johnny, and Ben in the lab. 


REED 
I just got off the phone with 
the Mayor's office. They want 
their key back. 


SUSAN 
Have you seen the paper? The 
press is calling us "the Freaky 
Four." 


JOHNNY 
You can't really blame them 
for being afraid of us. 


BEN 
(sarcastically) 
No. I blame "Mr. Fantastic!" 


REED 
Ben, I know I let you down. 
But I meant what I said at 
the press conference. Your 
condition is only temporary. 


BEN 
How do you know? 


REED 
Because I'm going to create 
an antidote. 


BEN 
Forget it! You'll probably 
turn me green! 


REED 
I£ you'll just give me a 
chance I'll cure you... 
I'll cure us all. 


BEN 
Us? There ain't no us! From 
now on there's you and there's 
me! Consider yerself the 
Fantastic Three! 


The Thing storms out of the penthouse laboratory, breaking 
the doorway with his broad shoulders. Reed is left looking 
after him -- staring at the splintering frame with regret. 
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EXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- THAT AFTERNOON 


Bundled up from head to toe, the Thing sulks through Central 
City Park. He is a lost and lonely figure. Ben finds his old 
teammates playing their weekly game of touch football. 


BEN 
Hey, guys, how's about lettin’ 
me play? 

CENTER 


Sorry, pal. This game is for 
State University alumni only. 


BEN 
Well, I know I didn't exactly 
graduate with honors but... 
CENTER 


(recognizing him) 
Ben? Is that you? 


BEN 
Yep! Good ole number 21! 


CENTER 
Hey, guys, it's Ben! 


BEN 
So which team am I on? The 
shirts or the skins? 


CENTER 
(hesitantly) 
The skins. Are you sure you're 
up to this? I mean, I read in 
the newspaper- 


BEN 
Don't believe everything ya read. 
It's nothin' that a Little 
clearasil won't take care of ... 


The Thing takes off his trench coat, revealing his rocky 
orange muscles. The football players look at each other, 
unsure of what they've gotten themselves into. 


EXT. THE GAME -- CONTINUOUS 
The center calls out the plays as the Thing hunches over, 


ready to run offense. The defensive players look worried. 
Ben smiles his stony grin. He feels normal at last. 
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CENTER 
Eighteen, thirty-six, fifty-two. 
Hut-hut-hike! 


The center snaps the ball to the quarterback who passes it 
across the makeshift field to the Thing. He catches it and 
runs into the endzone. He knocks everybody down and yells: 


BEN 
Touchdown! 


The Thing throws the football down on the grass in triumph. 
It explodes with a bang. Ben turms to his buddies for their 
congratulations. They are all laying on the ground in pain. 


BEN 
Guys . . . ? 


They moan and groan in response. 
EXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- A SHORT TIME LATER 


The bruised football players limp off the field in agony. 
The Thing runs after them, holding the flattened football 
in his four-fingered hand. He pleads with his old friends. 


BEN 
Come on, guys, one more game! 


CENTER 
Forget it, Ben! We're not 
playing with you anymore! 


BEN 
Aw, go ahead! Take yer ball 
and go home .. . ya wimps! 


Ben tosses the frisbee-like football to his ex-teammates. 
They turn their backs on him and limp off as a group. The 
Thing is left alone in the park, watching his friends go. 
INT. PENTHOUSE LAB -- CONTINUOUS 


Reed is mixing chemicals in test tubes, trying to find an 
antidote that will cure their respective cosmic mutations. 


He stretches his arms away from his body and pours two viais 
together. A green foamy substance bubbles over and explodes. 


EXT. BAXTER BUILDING ROOF -- CONTINUOUS 
Skyscrapers surround Johnny as he does a tune-up on the 


hijacked hovercraft. It is parked on the rooftop helipad: 
a black circle with a bDiue "4" is in its white center. 
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Reading from Popular Mechanics, Johnny uses his finger as a 
blow torch and makes a few modifications. He turns the page 
and accidentally sets the magazine on fire. He flames off. 


INT. PENTHOUSE LAB -- CONTINUOUS 


Susan sticks her hands through the gloved holes of an oblong 
case made of protective glass. Inside is a small laser which 
she uses to construct four indestructable blue spacesuits. 


EXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- THAT NIGHT 


The Thing stares at the statuesque image of his former self. 
Vandals have spray-painted the monument's pedestal to read 
"FREAKY" instead of "FANTASTIC." Suddenly, a woman screams: 


ALICIA (0.S.) 
Help! Someone! 


The Thing looks around the corner of the monument and sees 
Cockroach and another Subterranean trying to drag Alicia 
down into the sewer through a condemmed subway entrance. 


BEN 
It's clobberin' time! 


Ripping off his trench coat, the Thing thunders across the 
park. He picks up the Subterranean and punts him back down 
into the sewer. Cockroach punches Ben. His fingers crunch. 


COCKROACH 
(in tremendous pain) 
Oh, Mommy! 


The Thing raises Cockroach over his head and throws him 
through: the boards barricading the abandoned subway. He 
puts on his coat and hands Alicia her red and white cane. 


BEN 
Are you all right? 


ALICIA 
I- I think so. Thank you. 


BEN 
Who were those guys? 


ALICIA 
Muggers, I guess. 


BEN 
You never saw them before? I 
mean, you didn't know them? 
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ALICIA 
No. But your voice is familiar. 
Have we met recently? Maybe in 
the last couple weeks? 


BEN 
(uncomfortable) 
I don't think so. I been outta 
town. 
ALICIA 


My name's Alicia. 


Alicia extends her delicate hand. The Thing looks at it 
uncertainly, not wanting her to know what he really is. 


BEN 
I'm Ben. 


Finally, the Thing shakes Alicia's hand using only his 
little finger. She smiles, pleased to meet him. 


INT. STUDIO LOFT -- A SHORT TIME LATER 


Alicia unlocks the door and enters her studio loft. The 
Thing lingers behind her in the hall. He seems unwilling 
to enter. Alicia turns to him, inviting him inside. 


ALICIA 
Don't you want to come in? 


BEN 
Yeah, ... sure. 


The Thing sizes up the doorway and turns his body sideways, 
squeezing his shoulders through the frame without damaging 
it. Alicia turns on a light, revealing a room of statues. 


BEN 
Are you an art collector? 


ALICIA 
A sculptor. I like working in 
marble and granite the best. 


BEN 
You did these? 


ALICIA 
Don't sound so surprised. Just 
because I'm blind doesn't mean 
I can't see. 











BEN 
(nervously) 
It doesn't? 
ALICIA 


I see by touching, by feeling. 


Silence. The Thing stands in the middle of the studio, 
looking like one of the statues. 


ALICIA 

Ben, what do you look like? 
BEN 

Me? I'm just a regular guy. 
ALICIA 

Can I feel your face? 
BEN 

I dunno, Alicia .. 
ALICIA 

Please? 
BEN 


(after a beat) 
Okay. 


Alicia steps forward and raises her hands to the Thing's 
face. She feels his rocky lips and ledge-like eyebrows. 
He stands stiff and self-conscious. She seems amazed. 


ALICIA 
Ben, your features are so 
e t ® chiseled. 
BEN 
(sighs) 
I know. 
ALICIA 


And your angles are so artistic. 


BEN 
(perking up) 
They are? 


ALICIA 
Can I sculpt you? 


BEN 
What do I have to do? 
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ALICIA 
Just sit here and let me 
touch you. 

BEN 


I think I can handle that. 
The Thing sits down on a concrete cube and poses. Alicia 
picks up a hammer and chisel and begins chipping away at 
a monolothic slab of marble. Their romance begins... 
EXT. THE BAXTER BUILDING -- THE NEXT DAY 
The sun gleams off the skyscraper with the address "4444." 
INT. PENTHOUSE LAB -- CONTINUOUS 
Reed is stirring a vial while Susan biasts their costumes 


with a laser. Johnny is tinkering with a piece of the 
cruiser. The Thing enters, plucking the petals of a daisy. 


BEN 
(dreamy- eyed) 
She loves me, she loves 
me not... 
JOHNNY 
Ben? 
BEN 
Is the antidote ready yet, 
DOC? 
REED 
(confused) 


It's not even close. I still 
have to check the temperature 
and solidity factors... 


BEN 
Good. Take ali the time ya 
need. She loves me, she 
loves me not... 


REED 
What's gotten into you? 


The Thing plucks the last petal. 


BEN 
I'm in love! 
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REED 
You're pulling my leg. 


BEN 
I'd never pull your leg, 
Stretch. 


JOHNNY 
You met a girl? 
BEN 
Actually, I saved a girl. 
SUSAN 
That's wonderful, Ben. 
BEN 
And she thinks I'm beautiful! 
JOHNNY 
She must be blind. . 
BEN 
She is. 
SUSAN 
What? 
BEN 


Her name's Alicia. And she's 
a sculptress. Seeing her 
statues made me realize that 
being different gives us all 
special talents. But it's up 
to us to decide how to use 
them. 


JOHNNY 
(rolling his eyes) 
And I thought I was full of 
hot air . . 


SUSAN 
It's good to have you back, 
Benjamin. 

REED 
So are we a team again? 


BEN 
That's pretty much up to you, 
Mr. Fantanstic. 
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REED 
(logically) 
I've always believed that the 
whole is greater than the sum 
of its parts. 


BEN 
(groans) 
Can't you ever just say "all 
for one and one for all?" 


Reed smiles and holds out his downturned hand. The Thing 
slaps his orange palm on top of it. After a moment, Sue 
and Johnny do the same. The Fantastic Four are reunited. 


INT. ABANDONED SUBWAY -- THAT NIGHT 


The Mole Man rests in his throne, listening to classical 
music and eating cheese. The Subterraneans paint. Doctor 
Doom descends from above by his jet-propelled iron boots. 


DOOM 
Mole Man! You disloyal rodent! 


MOLE MAN 
(chewing, unphased) 
Hi ya, Doomsie . 


DOOM 
Because of you Colossus has slipped 
through my fingers and the Fantastic 
Four are still alive! Prepare to pay 
for betraying the Lord of Latveria! 


The Subterraneans tremble as Dr. Doom clanks foward, his 
cloak swirling around him. The Mole Man leaps to his feet 
and grabs his staff. He scampers toward Dr. Doom bravely. 


MOLE MAN 
You have nothing to fear, my 
children! This mechanical monarch 
is no threat to the Mole Man! He 
is nothing but an optical illusion! 
As harmless as a rainbow! As fading 
as a Mirage in the desert! He's not 
even here . 


Thinking Dr. Doom is a hologram, the Mole Man swings his 
staff at him. It clanks against Doom's iron and vibrates 
violently. Dr. Doom lifts up the Mole Man with one hand. 


DOOM 
You were saying? 
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MOLE MAN 
(spitting out cheese) 
I can explain about the diamond- 


DOOM 
Where is it? 


MOLE MAN 
I'll trade it for something 
even more beautiful .. 


DOOM 
(roaring like thunder) 
You are in no position to make 
deals! Give me the diamond or I 
shail send you and your kingdom 
Sinking into the bowels of the 
Earth forever! 


MOLE MAN 
Then the diamond will sink with 
us and you will never have it! 


Silence. The two super villians stare at each other ina 
face off. Finally, Dr. Doom gives in. The diamond is too 
important to his plan. He clutches the Mole Man angrily. 


DOOM 
What do you want? 


The Mole Man grins evilly. 
INT. STUDIO LOFT -- A PEW DAYS LATER 


Alicia is hard at work on the statue of the Thing. It is 
beginning to take shape. The sound of the hammer hitting 
the chisel allows Ben to sneak in with flowers, unheard. 


BEN 
(covering her eyes) 
I'll give ya twenty questions 
to guess who... 


ALICIA 
(playing along) 
Are you animal, vegetable, or 
mineral? 


BEN 
Mineral. 


ALICIA 
Ben! 
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BEN 
You win the prize! 


The Thing hands Alicia the boquet of flowers. She holds 
them up to her nose and takes a deep breath. 


ALICIA 
Daisies! 


BEN 
Boy, you're good . 


Alicia smiles and puts the flowers in a vase. The Thing 
heips her arrange them, clumsily breaking a few stems. 


ALICIA 
Ben, I have the most wonderful 
news! The gallery is giving me 
my own exhibition! 


BEN 
That's great, baby. 


ALICIA 
It's Saturday night. Will you 
go with me? 


BEN 
(off-guard) 
Um, I think I'm busy . . 


ALICIA 
(hurt) 
Oh. That's okay. 


Silence. The Thing sees Alicia try to hide a tear. 


BEN 
Alicia, the truth is I don't 
wanna embarrass ya in front 
of your hoity-toity friends. 


ALICIA 

You wouldn't embarrass me. 
BEN 

I dunno. I don't even got a 

suit . . . that fits. 
ALICIA 


Wear whatever you want. This 
is an important night for me 
and I want you to be there. 
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BEN 
(shyly) 
So . . . does this mean you 
like me? 
ALICIA 


Are you kidding? You're the 
best Thing that's ever happened 
to me! 


Alicia stands up on her tip-toes and gives Ben a quick peck 
on his chiseled cheek. He smiles happily. Their first kiss. 


INT. DEPARTMENT STORE -- A SHORT TIME LATER 


A pile of shredded suits lay in a heap on the floor as the 
Thing stands in front of a department store mirror, trying 
on coats. The SALES GIRL watches as Ben tears another one. 


SALES GIRL 
I'm sorry, sir. We just don't 
carry anything in your size. 


BEN 
I live in a world that's too 
smail for me! 


SALES GIRL 
Then you should try the big 
and tall man's store . R 


The Thing looks at himself in the mirror, intrigued by 
the sales girl's suggestion. 


INT. MEN'S CLOTHING STORE -- LATER THAT DAY 


Dressed in his hat and coat, the Thing steps into a men's 
clothing store. A little bell jingles over his head as he 
breaks the doorframe with his broad shoulders. It crumbles. 


BEN 
Is this the big and tall man's 
store? 


SALESMAN 
(scared) 
Yes. How can I help you? 


BEN 
I need to buy a suit. 84 long. 


The nervous SALESMAN smiles politely. 
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INT. PENTHOUSE LAB -- SATURDAY NIGHT 


The Thing squirms in his suit as Susan knots his tie. Reed 
mixes chemicals while Johnny flips boredly through Popular 
Mechanics. They are all formally dressed for the art show. 


SUSAN 
Would you stop squirming? 


BEN 
Sorry. I'm just so nervous. Hey, 
Torch, pop me open a brew, would 
ya? I could use a drink. 


JOHNNY 
You got it. 


Johnny pulls a beer out of futuristic refrigerator that 
looks like it belongs on a space shuttle. He opens it. 


REED 
What are you nervous about? 
It's Alicia's exhibition. 


BEN 
I just want you guys to like 
her. 

SUSAN 


I'm sure we'll love her. 


JOHNNY 
Here you go, Ben. 


The Thing takes a swig and sets the beer down on the table 
of test tubes where Reed is working. Sue tightens Ben's tie. 


BEN 
But I ain't sure her friends 
are gonna love me. I don't 
exactly fit in with the artsy 
fartsy crowd. 


SUSAN 
You look very handsome. 


Susan finishes knotting the Thing's tie. He tugs on it 
uncomfortably as he goes to pick up the beer. Without 
looking, he grabs the foaming green vial and chugs it. 


REED 
Ben, no! That's not finished! 
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BEN 
(cringing) 
Ugh! What was that? 


REED 
The antidote. 


BEN 
' Oh, no! Not tonight! 


Scared, the Thing dashes to a wall mirror and looks at his 
reflection. Much to his relief, he looks exactly the same. 


BEN 
Phew! I'm still orange. I 
gotta go pick up my baby. 
I'll see you guys later. 


The Thing straightens his tie in the mirror and dashes out. 
Susan and Johnny exchange confused glances, unsure of what 
just happened. Reed is left holding the empty vial. 


INT. GALLERY -- LATER THAT NIGHT 


Alicia is meeting and greeting the gallery's GUESTS as the 
Thing stands at the hors d'oeuvre cart self-consciously. A 
high society LADY and her snooty HUSBAND approach the Thing. 


LADY 
Reginald, look at this one. 
Isn't he life-like? 


HUSBAND 
Weill, I don't know about that. 
But it is a brilliant thematic 
variation on man's frequent 
inhumanity toward man. Or in 
this case .. . himself. 


The Thing stands still, paranoid and confused. 


LADY 
What does the suit symbolize? 


HUSBAND 
I should think it represents 
the vanity with which we try 
to hide our inner-beasts. 


The Thing frowns slightly, not understanding. 


LADY 
Reginald, I just had a thought. 
Wouldn't this fellow look smashing 
in our foyer? 











HUSBAND 
You're quite right. We must put 
in a bid. | 
BEN 


(coming to life) 
How much are we talkin' here? 


LADY 
(gasping) 
How vulgar! 
HUSBAND 


The invitation said nothing 
about performance art! 


The snobby couple walks away insulted. The Thing shrugs 
and swallows an entire plate of hors d'oeuvres in one 
gulp. He belches. Everyone stares at him disdainfully. 


EXT. THE BAXTER BUILDING -- MEANWHILE 


Reed, Susan, and Johnny stand on the busy street outside 
of the Baxter Building. Taxis whiz by full of passengers. 
Reed tries to flag down a cab but it speeds past them. 


REED 
Taxi! 


SUSAN 
(checking her watch) 
We're going to be late. 


JOHNNY 
Why don't we just take the 
FantastiCar? 


SUSAN 
The what? 


JOHNNY 
The FantastiCar. It's really 
Doom's cruiser. I made some 
modifications. 


REED 
Is it street ready? 


JOHNNY 
Street, sky, water... it's 
ready for everything. 
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REED 
Let's go. 


They head back inside the Baxter Building. 
INT. GALLERY -- CONTINUOUS 


Alicia steps up to the podium and speaks into a microphone. 
The guests gather around her, anticipating the unveiling of 
the statue behind a velvet curtain. The Thing yawns, bored. 


ALICTA 
Ladies and gentleman, could I 
have your attention please? 
At this time, I would like to 
unveil my latest creation. It's 
called “Thinking Thing." 


The red curtain is drawn back, revealing Alicia's scupiture 
of the Thing as the Thinker. He sits on a rock, resting his 
head on his fist. Ben loves it. The snobby couple does not. 


LADY 
She doesn't expect us to fail 
for this a second time, does 
she? 


HUSBAND 
You can tell he's just posing! 


They exit, walking right by the Thing without even noticing 
him. He joins the rest of the guests in applauding Alicia's 
work. She smiles half-heartedly, having overheard the couple. 
INT. FANTASTICAR -- CONTINUOUS 


The blue and white FantastiCar speeds down the street at 80 
miles an hour. The wind tangles Sue's hair as Johnny drives. 


SUSAN 
Johnny, you better slow down. 


JOHNNY 
Why? 


A siren sounds as a swirling red light appears behind them. 
Reed turns around and sees a motorcycle COP on their tail. 


REED 
That's why. 


JOHNNY 
I was only doing eighty. 
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Johnny puils the FantastiCar over to the side of the road. 
The sarcastic cop approaches them, his ticket pad in hand. 


COP #1 
All right, buddy. Where's 
the fire? 


Johnny smiles knowingly. 
INT. GALLERY -- CONTINUOUS 


Alicia stands next to the scuplture of the Thinking Thing. 
She wrings her hands nervously, looking like she wants to 
leave. Ben notices her sadness and tries to cheer her up. 


BEN 
Smile. Yer supposed to be 
havin' a good time. 


ALICIA 
I know. I'm just nervous about 
having my work out in public. 


BEN 
Aw, who cares what these snobs 
think? 

ALICIA 


It's not that. I'm worried 
about all those art thefts. 
What if one of my statues 
gets stolen? 


BEN 
Nothing's gonna get stolen 
with me around. 


ALICIA 
But what if it does? I'm not 
insured. 

BEN 


Yeah, you are. You got a piece 
of the rock. 


ALICIA 
(laughing) 
What would I do without you? 


Alicia hugs the Thing. As they embrace, his eyes take on an 
orange glow. Alicia frowns as she feels his rocky muscles 
pulsating under his suit. His hard features begin softening. 


— 





ee 
—— 








ALICIA 
Ben, are you all right? 


BEN 
~~ —¥—duamo. T feel kinda weird. 


—— 


ALTO R 
Maybe it was something you ate? 


The Thing looks over Alicia's shoulder and sees himself in 
a mirror. His brown hair sprouts up through the cracks of 
his head and his face begins changing back into Ben Grimm. 


BEN 
Or something I drank . 


Just then statues all around the room begin to crack open. 
The Subterraneans emerge as Dr. Doom blasts up through the 


Ta 


floor in his rocket-like armor. The lights flicker and dim. 


DOOM 
Find the one called Alicia 
Masters! 


The Subterraneans search through the darkness, sending the 
guests screaming and running for cover. Ben and Alicia get 
separated in the commotion. The Cockroach manacles Alicia. 


COCKROACH 
Here she is, Lord Doom! 


DOOM 
Splendid! I shall deliver her 
to the Mole Man myself! 


BEN (0.S.) 
Let her go, Tinhead! Before I 
turn ya into a trash masher! 


Dr. Doom whirls around and sees the shadowy orange face of 
the Thing. He seems momentarily confused by his statuesque 
expression. It is too stiff and rigid, even for Ben Grimm. 


DOOM 
Come get her, you misanthropic 
monster! 


But the Thing remains still in the shadows. His chiseled 
expression does not change. He stares determinedly at Dr. 
Doom, expecting him to release Alicia from his iron hold. 


DOOM 
Well? What are you waiting for? 
Let's see what you're made of! 
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Dr. Doom blasts what appears to be the Thing with the five 
miniature cannons that are his metallic fingers. The statue 
explodes, revealing a very human Ben Grim hiding behind it. 


Sores Se 
ne, 


~~, 


a ae DOOM Te eR Wee Se £ 
(laughing). _ 
Just as I suspected! Like his 
statue, the Thing has feet of 
clay! 


BEN 
But fists of rock! It's 
clobberin' time! 


Thinking he still has the strength of the Thing, Ben charges 
forward to free Alicia. Dr. Doom extends his robotic arm and 
picks Ben up, hurling him into the wall with one swift toss. 


DOOM 
(cruelly) 
As usual, you get an "A" 
for effort. 


Dr. Doom looks down at Ben, laying helpless on the floor. 


DOOM 
Subterraneans, destroy this 
puny human! I no longer have 
any use for him! 


The Subterraneans pounce on Ben, pummeling him with their 
fists. He struggles but can't free himself. All he can do 
is watch Dr. Doom carry Alicia down into the underworld. 
EXT. GALLERY -- CONTINUOUS 


The FantastiCar cruises up outside the gallery just seconds 
before the Channel 14 news van. Guests run for their lives. 


INT. GALLERY -- CONTINUOUS 

Reed and Johnny burst into the gallery where they see the 
Subterraneans piled on top of Ben. Reed stretches his arm 
into the tangle of bodies and pulls Ben out with his hand. 


REED 
Need a hand? 


BEN 
A fist would be better! 


REED 
You got it! 
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Reed's rubbery fist bounces like a ball, punching out the 
Subterraneans. Cockroach grabs Ben from behind. A bust of 
Einstein floats through the air and lands on the insect. 


BEN 
Susie? Is that you? 
SUSAN (0.S.) 
Hi, Ben. 
BEN 
Boy, are you a sight for 
sore eyes! 


The fight continues with floating paintings and stretching 
limbs. Two Subterraneans grab Johnny while a third punches 
him in the stomach. Approaching sirens are heard outside. 


COCKROACH 
The heat’s on! 


JOHNNY 
Not yet it's not! 


Johnny's arms burst into flame, burning the Subterraneans 
and causing them to release him. They run off screaming, 
trying to put out the small fires on their coattails. 


REED 
Johnny, be careful! This place 
is as dry as a tinderbox! 


One of the Subterraneans runs by the velvet curtain and 
unknowingly sets it on fire. Soon the entire gallery is 
flaming. The Subterraneans escape into the floor's hole. 


SUSAN 
(reappearing) 
We've got to get out of here! 


BEN 
(grabbing Cockroach) 
And you're comin' with us! 


Ben stops Cockroach from following his fellow Subterraneans 
back into the Earth. He drags him out of the gallery with 
the rest of the Fantastic Four. Flames lick at their heels. 


EXT. GALLERY -- CONTINUOUS 
Pandemonium spreads through the streets. Police cars are 


heard in the distance. Anna Streit reports live from the 
scene and interviews one of the frightened GUESTS: 
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ANNA. 
In a late breaking story, a 
group of what can only be 
described as super villains 
have wreaked havoc on the 
Central City Art Gallery. I'm 
here live with an eye witness. 
Ma'am, can you tell us what 
happened? 


GUEST 
It was terrible! They attacked 
us and destroyed the exhibit! 


ANNA 
Who did? 

GUEST 
Those . . .those freaks! 


Reed, Susan, Johnny, Ben and the Cockroach dash out of the 
gallery and begin piling into the FantastiCar. 


INT. FANTASTICAR -- CONTINUOUS 


Ben throws Cockroach into the backseat of the cruiser and 
stops Johnny from getting in on the driver's side. 


BEN 

Backseat, kid. I'm drivin'. 
JOHNNY 

Why you? 
BEN 


Because if I don't get do 
Somethin', I'm gonna bust! 


REED 
We don't have time to argue, 
Johnny! Give him the keys! 


Johnny reluctantly hands Ben the keys and gets into the 
backseat. Ben starts the car and speeds off. 


EXT. THE GALLERY -- CONTINUOUS 
Anna Streit faces the cameras and dramatizes the scene. 


ANNA 
As you can see, the Fantastic 
Four are fleeing the burning 
gallery. The blaze behind me 
is obviously the work of their 
youngest member, the Human Torch. 
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A squad car screeches after them, chasing the renegades. 
INT. FANTASTICAR -- CONTINUOUS 
Cockroach sits sandwiched between Reed and Johnny in the 


backseat. Ben clutches the steering wheel nervously. Sue 
checks the rearview mirror and she sees the police unit. 


SUSAN 
They're gaining on us, Ben! 
JOHNNY 
(angrily) 
See? You should have let me 
drive! 
BEN 


Put a lid on it, Storm! 
REED 


Now's no time for a temper 
tantrum, Johnny. 


JOHNNY 


Sorry. I was just blowing off 
a little steam... 


REED 
Well blow it in the other direction! 


JOHNNY 
The other direction? 


REED 
Behind us! 


Johnny gets the idea and turns around in the open cruiser. 
He takes a deep breath and blows a thick cloud of smoke at 
the oncoming police car. Its swirling red light disappears. 


INT. POLICE CAR -- CONTINUOUS 


Smoke surrounds the police car as COP #2 slams on the brakes. 


COP #2 
Where'd they go? 


COP #3 
They're gone! 


His partner, COP #3, looks out the windshield in confusion. 











EXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- A SHORT TIME LATER 


The FantastiCar is parked in front of the memorial. Reed 
has Cockroach tied up with one elastic arm. Johnny aims 
the cruiser's laser-lights into Cockroach's bulbous eyes. 


JOHNNY 
Start taliking, Bug Eyes. Or you're 
checking into a roach motel... 


COCKROACH 
I hear those are very nice- 


BEN 
(grabbing his collar) 
What does Doom want with my girl? 


COCKROACH 
(frightened) 
He doesn't want her! He wants 
the space diamond! 


REED 
But the space diamond was 
destroyed by Colossus... 
COCKROACH 
That was a fake! The Mole Man 
stole the real one! 


SUSAN 
The Mole Man? 


The Fantastic Four exchange confused glances. 
| INT. ABADONED SUBWAY -- MEANWHILE 


Dr. Doom throws Alicia down on the floor in front of the 


Mole Man's throne. He angrily approaches the royal rodent. 


DOOM 
Here is your sculptress. Now 
where is my diamond? 


MOLE MAN 
It's been a pleasure doing 
business with you, Doomsie. 


The Mole Man presses a button, causing a trapdoor to open 
and the diamond to rise up on a pedestal before Dr. Doom. 
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BXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- CONTINUOUS 


Reed thinks ocutloud, slowly realizing the part the Mole 
Man has played in Dr. Doom's fiendish scheme. 


REED 
It's all beginning to make 
sense ... 

SUSAN 
What is? 

REED 


The reason Doom financed our 
research was to steal it! He 
made a glass replica of the 
space diamond and then hired 
the Mole Man to make the switch! 


BEN 
Then the accident wasn't your 
fault .. . . it was Doom's! 
JOHNNY 


But that still doesn't explain 
what the Mole Man wants with 
Alicia. 


The Fantastic Four look at Cockroach, waiting for the bug 
to explain. But meanwhile . 


INT. ABANDONED SUBWAY -- CONTINUOUS 


Alicia sits on the sewer floor, surrounded by Subterraneans 
who blindly reach out to feel her face or hair. She screams, 
frightened by what she cannot see. The Mole Man goes to her. 


MOLE MAN 
Don't be scared, my little shrew. 
you're among friends. 


ALICIA 
Friends? 


MOLE MAN 
These are the Subterraneans. Many 
of whom are blind and were looked 
at as objects of pity by the world 
above. While those who could see 
hated the sight of themselves just 
as I once did. 


80. 





ALICIA 
You? Who are are you? And where 
have you taken me? 


MOLE MAN 
I am the Mole Man and this is my 
underworld uptopia. Where mute 
musicians, paralyzed painters, and 
autistic artists create sensorial 
works of beauty! Everything you 
could ever want is here.. 


ALICIA 
Everything I could want? 


MOLE MAN 
Everything except sunlight, my 
blind bride-to-be. 


ALICIA 
I'm not going to marry you! 


MOLE MAN 
I understand your reluctance. But 
I think you'll find that I can be 
tender .. 





ALICIA 
Why me? 


MOLE MAN 
Because beauty is in the eye of 
the beholder. 
(beat) 
Prepare for the festivities! 


The MATDS OF HORROR usher Alicia away as the Subterraneans 
begin decorating the subway with strewn pieces of garbage. 


EXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- CONTINUOUS 


The Fantastic Four react to Cockroach's explanation of 
the subterrenean scene we have just witnessed. 


REED 
So that's it. The Mole Man wants 
to make Alicia his Mole Queen. 


BEN 
That dirty rat! 





SUSAN 
When is this ceremony supposed 
to take place? 











COCKROACH 
Midnight tonight. So I really 
should be going. I'm best man. 


JOHNNY 
Don't you mean best bug? 
REED 
Give our regards to the happy 


couple. 


Reed retracts his elongated arm and releases Cockroach. 
He scrambles away into the boarded-up subway entrance. 


BEN 
Stretch, what'ja do that for? 
REED 
How else are we going to find 
Alicia? 
SUSAN 
He went into the abandoned 
Subway . . . 
JOHNNY 


Something tells me it's not 
abandoned anymore. 


REED 
Does anybođy feel like crashing 
a wedding? 

BEN 


I'm gonna do more than crash 
it! I'm gonna smash it, bash 
it, and thrash it! 


The Fantastic Four run after Cockroach and follow him down 
into the entrance of the not-so-abandoned subway. 


INT. SUBWAY ENTRANCE -- CONTINUOUS 


The heroes walk down the crumbling staircase of the pitch 
black subway station. They descend into the darkness . 


REED 
Johnny, how about shedding 
some light on the subject? 


JOHNNY 
Flame on. 
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Johnny's hand ignites, lighting the way like a torch. They 
see footprints and follow them down the rusty train tracks. 


SUSAN 
The only thing I don't understand 
is why Doctor Doom still wants the 
space diamond. 


BEN 
Susie's right. What good is it 
without Colossus? 


REED 
Doom needs the diamond as a lens 
for his laser. 


JOHNNY 
But wouldn't he have to wait 
another ten years to power it? 


REED 
Not if he discovered an alternate 
source of cosmic energy... 


SUSAN 
Like what? 


Suddenly, rats squeal nervously across the train tracks. 
The four look up to see a bright light speeding at them. 


BEN 
What the ... ? 


Thinking it's a train, they dive off the tracks. A green and 
yellow hovercraft speeds by. It is Dr. Doom with the diamond. 


SUSAN 
We're too late! Doom already 
has the diamond! 


JOHNNY 
We've got to stop him before 
he gets back to Latveria! 


BEN 
Hey, . . . wnat about Alicia? 


REED 
Sue, you go with Ben! Johnny 
and I will go after Doom! 


The Fantastic Four head off in different directions. 











EXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- CONTINUOUS 


All is silent in Central City Park when Dr. Doom's cruiser 
rockets up through the subway entrance and blasts it apart. 
Reed and Johnny emerge and get into the parked FantastiCar. 


REED 
(an afterthought) 
Do you have the keys? 


JOHNNY 
Ben took them! 


REED 
Can you can hot wire it? 


JOHNNY 
Are you kidding? 


Reed stays behind the wheel as Johnny ducks under the high 
tech dashboard. Just then, a squad car arrives. The doors 
fly open and the two cops barricade themselves behind them. 


COP #2 
Get out of the car! 


. REED 
(whispering) 
Johnny, stay down . 


COP #3 
And get your hands in the 
air! 


Reed steps slowly out of the FantastiCar and raises his 
hands over his head. He walks forward toward the police 
unit as Cop #2 approaches him with his hand on his gun. 


COP #2 
That's it. Take it nice and 
slow. 

COP #3 


Careful, Joe. That's Mr. Fantastic. 
He's considered armed and dangerous. 


COP #2 
(frisking him) 
He's not carrying a weapon. 


REED 
That's not what he means by 
armed... 
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In one swift movement, Reed stretches his arm high over his 
head and reaches behind Cop #2's unsuspecting back. 


REED 
- « . Or dangerous. 


Before Cop #2 realizes what's going on, Reed removes the 
handcuffs from his belt and chains his wrists behind him. 


JOHNNY (0.S.) 
Besides, I'm the. one who's 
packing heat! 


Johnny pops out from under the dashboard, his flaming hand 
shaped like a gun. He melts Cop #3's revolver with a spark. 


COP #3 
(dropping his piece) 
Qw! 
REED 
See you in the funny papers, 
boys. 


Reed hops back in the FantastiCar. Johnny blows on his index 
finger, cooling off his make-believe “gun". The hovercraft 
speeds away as they go off in search of Dr Doom. 


INT. ABANDONED SUBWAY -- A SHORT TIME LATER 


A rusted organ plays a scary wedding march as the Cockroach 
walks Alicia down the aisle to the priestly PRAYING MANTIS. 
Dressed in a ratty gown, Alicia stands next to the Mole Man. 


PRAYING MANTIS 
Dearly Disfigured, we are gathered 
here today to witness the joining 
of this mole and this woman in unholy 
matrimony. 


Hiding under the Thing's enormous hat and his size 84 suit, 
Ben Grimm slips into the subway unnoticed. He takes a seat 
on one of the benches and taiks to Susan who is invisible. 


BEN 
Stick close to me, kid, and 
you'll be okay. 


The WORM, a muddy subterranean also sitting on the bench, 
looks at Ben in confusion. He misunderstands. Ben smiles 
nervously and lowers the wide brim of his enormous hat. 
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BEN 
(in a whisper) 
Susie? Where'd ya go? 





Not receiving an answer, Ben turns his attention back to 
the macabre marriage ceremony. The fallen priest, who is 
now called the Praying Mantis, turns a page in his bible. 


PRAYING MANTIS 
Do you, Alicia, take this rodent 
to be your unlawfully wedded 
husband? 


ALICIA 
I don't! | 


PRAYING MANTIS 
(unphased) 
And do you, Mole Man, promise to- 


MOLE MAN 
Just a moment, Praying Mantis. I 
feel the presence of an uninvited 
guest! 


The Mole Man picks up his staff and waves it over the seated 
subterraneans. Ben slouches. Suddenly, he strikes the empty 





air on the altar. Susan falls forward -- dazed and visible! 
MOLE MAN 
Just as I suspected! The Invisble 
Girl! | 
SUSAN 


How did you know? 


MOLE MAN 
Your transparent powers mean 
nothing to my mole-like radar! 
I sensed your heartbeat! 


COCKROACH 
What are you going to do with 
her, boss? 


MOLE MAN 
I haven't decided yet. Maybe 
I'll let you marry her! 


SUSAN 
(nervously) 
I'm aiready spoken for! 














MOLE MAN 
Of course! If you're here, your 
fantastic fiance can't be far behind! 
Search the subway, my children! 


The tuxedoed Subterraneans turn toward each other, looking 
for an outsider. Sue is restrained by the Maids of Horror, 
three haggard women. The Worm approaches Ben suspiciously. 


WORM 
Excuse me, friend. But I can't 
place you. Whose side on are 
you on? 


BEN 
The bride's! 


ALICIA 
(hearing his voice) 
Ben! 


Ben rips off his hat, ready to fight. The Subterraneans 
gasp at the presence of an intruder. Alicia is thrilled. 
The Mole Man looks at Ben and starts to laugh wickedly. 


MOLE MAN 
Don't tell me this is the 
fearsome Ben Grimm? 


BEN 
What's so funny, pipsqueak? 


MOLE MAN 
That suit! Imagine! Stuck at 
a wedding without a Thing to 
wear! 


BEN 
Why you sawed-off little runt! 
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Ben charges forward to pulverize the Mole Man. He is almost 
to the altar when the arch rodent pulls a lever. A trapdoor 
opens and the vat of quick-drying plaster is dumped on Ben. 


SUSAN 
Ben, watch out! 


But Sue's warning comes too late. The Mole Man squeals in 
delight as the plaster hardens, imprisoning Ben inside of 


a smothering statue. Alicia runs to him and feels his face. 
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ALICIA 


(crying) 
How could you do this to him? 


MOLE MAN 
You know what they say. . 
art imitates death! 


Cockroach pulls Alicia away from Ben's coffin-like statue. 


He forces 
licks his 


Suddenly, 


her back up onto the altar. The Praying Mantis 
gnarled finger and turns a yellowed bible page. 


PRAYING MANTIS 
Now where were we? Ah, yes. Do 
you, Mole Man, promise to foresake 
this woman? To dishonor and ravish 
her? As long as you both shall live? 


MOLE MAN 
I do. 


small cracks stutter up Ben's plaster chest. They 


spread over his arms as traces of orange rock slowly become 
visible. The unsuspecting Subterraneans watch the ceremony. 


PRAYING MANTIS 


-If any of those present know just 


cause why this couple should not 
be wed, speak now or forever hold 
your peace. 


Then it happens. The antidote wears off and the Thing bursts 
out of the statue. Pieces of plaster fly everywhere. Curling 
his hands into rocky fists, Ben charges forward and roars: 


BEN 
There ain't gonna be any peace 
for you, Mole Man! 


ALICIA 
Ben? Is that really you? 


BEN 
It's me, babe! Yer ever-lovin', 
blue-eyed Thing! 


MOLE MAN 
(squealing) 
Attack, my children, attack! 


The Subterraneans mob the Thing. He picks up Cockroach and 
sits him down on top of a wedding cake frosted with sewage. 
The Mole Man grabs Alicia and turns to the Praying Mantis. 
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MOLE MAN 
Quickly! Finish the ceremony! 


PRAYING MANTIS 
(finding his place) 
Let's see. Foresake. Dishonor. 
Ravish. Until death do you part. 


The Thing mows down the Subterraneans, who stand between him 
and the altar. Ben tries to get to Alicia. In the confusion, 
Susan turns invisible and escapes from the Maids of Horror. 


PRAYING MANTIS 
Oh, yes. Here we are. And now 
by the power invested in me by 
the state of- 


The Invisible Girl grabs the staff out of the Mole Man's 
hand and knocks him off the altar with it. Sue reappears 
triumphantly, standing above the defeated rodent. 


SUSAN 
Sorry, Mole Man. I guess the power 
invested in me is stronger. . 


The Thing leaps up onto the altar. 


BEN 
Come on, beautiful. Whattaya say 
I carry you across the threshold? 


The Thing scoops Alicia up in his orange arms and carries 
her toward the mouth of the subway. The Mole Man jumps to 
his feet, clutching his broken staff and shrieking: 


MOLE MAN 
Stop them! 


The Subterraneans chase after the escaping threesome. Sue 
turns around and blasts her invisible shock waves at them. 
The rippling blue currents cause the underworld to tremble. 


MOLE MAN 
(screaming) 
Nooooco! 


The columns of the subway begin to crumble. Heavy pieces of 
marble fall from the ceiling. The Thing, Alicia, and Susan 
escape. The Mole Man and his Subterraneans are buried alive. 


EXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- CONTINUOUS 
Reed and Johnny pull up in the FantastiCar just as the 


Thing, Alicia, and Sue emerge from the subway entrance. 
Dust from the explosion wafts out from the world below. 


REED 
Is everyone okay? 





SUSAN 
Everyone except the Mole Man. 
Where's Doom? 


JOHNNY 
On his way to Latveria. And 
sO are we. 


Susan joins Reed and Johnny in the FantastiCar. 


ALICIA 
Ben, I was so scared! I thought 
I lost you! 

BEN 


Nah. You could never do that. 
I'm always gonna be your pet 
rock .. . 


Ben kisses Alicia tenderly. Everyone else waits. 
REED 


Ben, I don't mean to interrupt. 
But we've got to save the world. 





The Thing comes out of the kiss. He and Alicia join Reed, 
Susan, and Johnny in the FantastiCar. It speeds off past 
their graffitied monument and disappears into the night. 
EXT. BAXTER BUILDING -- LATER THAT NIGHT 

The skyscraper's glass and chrome penthouse is lit up. 
INT. PENTHOUSE LAB -- CONTINUOUS 

The Fantastic Four burst into the penthouse lab to prepare 


for their voyage. Their formal clothes are burned, ripped, 
and stretched. In spite of this, Ben is feeling victorius. 


BEN 
One super villain down, one 
to go! 

REED 


Johnny, is the FantastiCar 
ready for the trip? 


JOHNNY 
Yeah, but I'm not. I need a 
change of clothes. 














90. 


SUSAN 
I think we all do. 


Sue opens up a silver box which reveals a folded-up blue 
costume. A number "4" is encircled in white and emblazed 
on the chest. She pulls it out, leaving two more inside. 


JOHNNY 
Long johns? 


REED 
These look like our spacesuits. 


SUSAN 
Same design. But the fabric is 
woven from chemical fibers which 
contain unstable molecules. This 
will make it possible for the 
cloth to shift in structure and 
accommodate our transformations. 


The Thing searches through the box. 


BEN 
Hey, where are mine? 


SUSAN 
I didn't have enough material 
for you, Ben. This is the best 
I could do... 


Susan holds up skimpy blue shorts. 


BEN 
Speedos? ! 


JOHNNY 
I'm not sure about this, Sis. 
I don’t know if I want to run 
around the city in pajamas. 


SUSAN 
If we're going to fight super 
villains we may as well dress 
like superheroes. 


This logic gives them pause for thought. The Fantastic Four 
Stand in total silence, holding their respective jumpsuits. 
A gleam seems to fill each one of their eyes... 


EXT. LATVERIAN CASTLE -- NIGHT 
The Latverian skyline is dark and brooding, full of jagged 


arches and sculpted gargoyles. Rising into the horizon is 
the foreboding Castle of Doom. Its towers are menacing. 
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INT. FANTASTICAR -- CONTINUOUS 


Dressed in their blue and white costumes, the Fantastic 
Four ride the speeding hovercraft over a small hillside. 
The cruiser idles as the four stare down at the castle. 


JOHNNY 
There it is . . . the Castle 
of Doom. 

SUSAN 
Any ideas how we're going to 
do this? 

REED 


Our only hope of defeating Dr. 
Doom is to get him out of that 
suit or armor. 


BEN 
Somebody get me a can opener! 


Johnny revs the FantastiCar's jet engine. He shifts into 
drive and zooms down the hill. The four friends face the 
castle with the courage of the superheroes they have become. 


INT. VEHICULAR LAUNCH -- CONTINUOUS 


The FantastiCar swooshes into the vehicular launch through 
one of the enormous compression tubes. The WATCHMAN pulls 
a switch which activates an alarm and a flashing red light. 


The heroes don't waste any time. They jump out of the car 
and quickly defeat the GUARDS with their usual display of 
elasticity, invisibility, pyrotechnics, and bone-crunching. 


The Fantastic Four are left standing triumphantly over the 
unconscious sentries. They look at each other, impressed 
with themselves. Without words, they head for the corridor. 
INT. CORRIDOR -- CONTINUOUS 


They run down the empty castle corridor, heading for the 
elevators at the end of the hall. The alarm still sounds. 


BEN 
Are we gettin' good at this 
or what? 

JOHNNY 


I didn't know being a superhero 
was so easy .. 
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REED 
it's tog easy! 


SUSAN 
Reed, what's wrong? 


The elevator doors open as soon as they reach them. Susan, 
Johnny, and Ben are about to enter when Reed stops them. 


INT. THRONE ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 


When the elevator opens in throne room it is empty, much to 
the surprise of the batallion of armed guards who aim their 
weapons at the open space. Dr. Doom himself clanks forward. 


DOOM 
Where are they? Search every 
inch of the castle until you 
find them! 


The armed guards exit into the three elevators. Dr. Doom is 
left alone in the throne room. Suddenly, a hole is burmed 
into the wall by Johnny. The Thing pushes the piece through. 


BEN (0.S.) 
Sorry we're late, Teach! 


Dr. Doom whirls around and sees the Fantastic Four standing 
in the rounded opening. Johnny flames off, pleased with his 
heated handiwork. The Thing cracks his rocky knuckles. 


DOOM 
It's not like you to be tardy, 
my fantastic foes ... 


REED 
Why have you lured us here, 
Doom? What is it you want? 


DOOM 
I want what I've always wanted! 
A cosmic source of energy strong 
enough to power my Doomsday Laser! 
But I can't wait another ten years 
for Colossus to return! That's why 
I need you... 


SUSAN 
Us? 
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DOOM 
The pores of your skin acted 
as a refractor just as the 
space diamond would have. Your 
tissues absorbed the cosmic 
ray. Colossus is inside you! 





JOHNNY 
That means . 


DOOM 
The only way to make Latveria 
a superpower is to drain you 
of yours! | 


Dr. Doom flips open a panel on his armored arm. He presses a 
green button which drops four glass domes from the ceiling. 
One falls over each of the Fantastic Four, imprisoning them. 


REED 
One question, Doom! How come 
you waited so long? You could 
have used your own cells ten 
years ago! 


DOOM 
But that would have left me a 
mere mortal, just as these 
transference domes will leave 
you! 





BEN 
What's Metal Mouth sayin'? 


REED 
He's saying that we'll return 
to our formal selves. 


SUSAN 
You mean be normal again? 


JOHNNY 
That might not be so bad! 


BEN 
I dunno if bein' normal is 
all it's cracked up to be. 


REED 
At least not at the cost of 
giving Doom world domination. 





DOOM 
You all speak as if you have 
a choice in the matter! These 
domes are inescapabe! 





JOHNNY 
We'll see about that! Flame 
on... £lame on! 


But it is no use. All Johnny can create are faint little 
puffs of smoke from his fingertips. Doom laughs wickedly. 


DOOM 
Out, out brief candle! 


REED 
Torch, what's wrong? 


JOHNNY 
The air in here is too thin! 
There's not enough oxygen for 
me ignite! 


SUSAN 
Don't worry, Johnny! I'll get 
us out of here! 





Susan sends her rippling blue shock waves at the glass and 
steel dome. They bounce back and knock her to the ground. 


DOOM 
Sorry, Invisible Girl. That 
glass is shatterproof .. 
even for your shock waves! 


BEN 
But not for my fists! 


The Thing throws a powerhouse punch at the indestructable 
globe. To his amazement, the silvery glass stops his fist. 


DOOM 
Guess again, you ludicrous 
pile of rocks! Your dome 
has been fortified with the 
crytsalized alloy of ananteum 
steel! The only substance in 
the universe that is stronger 
than you are! 


REED 
It's no use! He knows all our 
weaknesses! 
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DOOM 
Now gaze in abject awe at 
the laser that will be the 
dawn of the new world! 


The Lord of Latveria presses another button which causes the 
Doomsday Laser to rise up from the circular control console. 
Dr. Doom aims the diamond lens out of the hole in the wall. 


DOOM 
Fill her up! 


Another armband button activates the vacuum vents in the 
domes. The Fantastic Four's cosmic cells are extracted and 
channeled into the Doomsday Laser by the astral coilector. 


INT. THE DOMES -- CONTINUOUS 


The overwhelming suction of the transference domes weakens 
the superheroes to the point where they can no longer stand. 
They fall to the floor as Dr. Doom's deadly laser is fueled. 


It is then that Reed finds a small imperfection in the glass 
bottom of his dome. While Dr. Doom watches his laser charge, 
Reed strains to funnel his hand through to the castle floor. 


A moment later, Mr. Fantastic's entire arm disappears as it 
tunnels under the length of the throne room. Reed's gloved 
hand emerges out of an air vent over Dr. Doom's turned head. 


INT. THRONE ROOM -- CONTINUOUS 


Mr. Fantastic's blue-sleeved arm slithers down from the vent 
and reaches for the green button on Dr. Doom's armor. Before 
the Lord of Latveria knows what happened -- Reed presses it! 


Suddenly, the domes are lifted up and the Fantastic Four are 
free! The astral collector dims and the charging laser stops 
humming. Doom grabs a microphone which amplifies his voice: 


DOOM 
Guards! Seize them! 


A moment later the three elevators slide open and a platoon 
of soldiers storm into the the throne room. A battle ensues. 
The Thing knocks one of their heads off -- exposing wires! 


BEN 
They're robots! 


The F.F. use their super powers to defeat Doom's mechanical 
minions. Johnny melts off their waxy faces: revealing metal 
helmets. Susan short circuits them with her invisible waves. 
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SUSAN 
How's that for a shock to 
the system? 


Dr. Doom sees his sentries exploding and desperately runs to 
his laser. He sits down in the control seat and programs its 
sight. Then he starts the digital countdown .. . 2 minutes! 


JOHNNY 
Stretch, the laser! 


REED 
Stop the countdown, Doom! 


But Dr. Doom doesn't respond. He simply sits with is back 
turned toward Reed. After a moment, Reed spins him around 
only to discover an empty suit of robotic armor. No Doom. 


BEN 
Where'd he go? 


The Thing clobbers the last mechanical guard as a hideously 
burnt FIGURE dashes into one of the transference domes from 
behind a curtain. He wears Doom's armband control console. 


REED 
Victor? 


VON DOOM 
(a grim joke) 
Pay no attention to that man 
behind the curtain... 


Victor von Doom lowers the dome by pressing a button on his 
armband control console. Reed runs to him just as the glass 
imprisons him. They stare at each other. "58" seconds remain. 


REED | 
Victor, your body's not strong 
enough! The dome will destroy 
you! 


Victor Von Doom presses another button which activates the 
ventilation vacuum. It channels his cosmic cells into the 
charging laser beam. He smiles twistedliy and salutes Reed. 


VON DOOM 
Long live Latveria! 


The professor screams hellishly as his body goes through a 
series of mutations. He reverts back to his orginal self 
for a split second before vaporizing. "35" seconds left. 











SUSAN 
(gently) 
It's too late, Reed. 


Reed snaps his head toward the digital counter. Time is 
rumning out. He dashes to a radar screen and types onto a 
computer keyboard. He silently reads the electronic data. 


REED 
According to these calculations, 
the laser is aimed directly at 
Central City Park! 


JOHNNY 
Is there any way to defuse it? 


REED 
Not without detonating it. 


BEN 
So whatta we do? 


"27" seconds and counting. 


REED 
Since we can't stop the beam, 
our only hope is to intercept 
Lt. 

SUSAN 
With what? 


REED 
Something that won't burn . 


BEN ! 
I'm something that won't burn! 


JOHNNY 
So am I! 


"22" seconds and counting. 


REED 
Johnny would be the more 
logical choice. 


JOHNNY 
Besides, I never get a turn 
to save the world! 
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REED 
But you're going to have to 
increase your flame to the 
temperature of a supernovae. 


JOHNNY 
A supernova? That's one billion 
times hotter than the sun! 


"15" seconds and counting. 


REED 
You have to achieve that heat 
level to absorb the beam. or 
else the beam will absorb you. 


"9" seconds and counting. 


JOHNNY 
I can do it. 


BEN 
Are you sure, kid? This ain't 
Skrull Invaders. There aren't 
gonna be any do-overs. 


"4" seconds and counting. 


JOHNNY 
I'm sure. 


The laser beam goes off. 


JOHNNY 
Flame on! 


Johnny's entire body bursts into flames for the first time. 
His usual red glow is replaced by a cosmic blue. He becomes 
a supernova and rockets into the air after the deadly beam. 


BEN 
(impressed) 
I didn't know he could do 
that! Did you? 


The three of them watch their flaming friend fly away. 
INT. U.S. WAR ROOM -- A SPLIT SECOND LATER 
An OPERATOR detects a missile-like bleep on the radar. 
OPERATOR 
Commander, I've picked up what 


looks to be a Latverian missile 
heading for Central City Park! 











COMMANDER 
Since when do the Latverians 
have missiles? 


OPERATOR 
They don't. 

COMMANDER 
Give the order to shoot it 
down! 

OPERATOR 


That's not possible, sir. 
It's moving too fast. 


A second missile-like bleep appears on the radar screen. 


COMMANDER 
Now what's that? 


OPERATOR 
It appears to be a second 
missile, sir. 


COMMANDER 
Can we stop this one? 


OPERATOR 
‘Negative, Commander. This one's 
“moving even faster! 
The two men stare helplessly at the bleeping radar screen. 
BAT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- CONTINUOUS 


The Human Torch beats the laser beam to Central City Park 
by a fraction of a second. He lands on the Fantastic Four 
Memorial and absorbs the ray with his bright blue flame. 


The cosmic collision fills the sky with a dazzling display 
of silvery-blue light. When the smoke clears, the monument 
has been destroyed. Only the graffitied pedastal remains. 
The city is saved. But Johnny is nowhere to be seen. 

EXT. CENTRAL CITY PARK -- SUNRISE 

The park is filled with FIREMEN and POLICEMEN searching 


through the rubble for Johnny. Reed, Sue, and the Thing 
watch in silence. Anna Streit reports from the CROWD. 
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ANNA 
So far there is no sign of 
the Human Torch who, with 
the help of the Fantastic 
Four, saved Central City 
from certain destruction 
just before dawn this morning. 


Anna Streit goes on reporting as the teary-eyed crowd begins 
to lose hope. But they are not the only ones who are fearing 
the worst. In the midst of the rubble, Susan turns to Reed: 


SUSAN 
Reed, do you think he's... 


REED 
He would have used his flame 
to signal us if he were still 
alive. 


SUSAN 
(crying) 
Oh, Reed... 


BEN 
I'm gonna miss that hothead! 


Reed comforts Susan in his arms. He looks over her shoulder 
and sees faint puffs of smoke rise from under the destroyed 
monument like morse code signals. Reed smiles and exclaims: 


REED 
Sue, .. . Look! 


SUSAN 
Do you think it could be him? 


REED 
You know what they say. Where 
there's smoke . 


BEN 
. . there's fire! 


The Thing rummages through the debris, tossing heavy 
concrete blocks out of the way like they are nothing. 
He pulls Johnny up from under the destroyed monument. 


SUSAN 
Jonnny, are you okay? 











JOHNNY 
(coughing smoke) 
Yeah, I'm just a little burnt 
out... 


BEN 
(a crushing hug) 
It's good to see ya, Torchy! 


JOHNNY 
Take it easy, Thing! You're even 
more dangerous when you're happy! 


ANNA 
(reporting) 
The Human Torch is alive! 


The crowd lets out an enormous cheer and rushes toward the 
Fantastic Four. The heroes are forced up on their pedestal 
to take the place of their statues. They wave at the crowd. 


ANNA 

How do you feel, Johnny? 
JOHNNY 

It's great to be young and 


alive... 
His waving hand bursts into flames. 


JOHNNY 
. >» e and on fire! 


The adoring crowd cheers even louder. Even Anna Streit 
applauds. The Fantastic Four smile for the flashing 
cameras. The celebration is almost complete... 


EXT. BAXTER BUILDING ROOF -- ANOTHER CELEBRATION 


The sound of the wedding march and the sight of the Thing 
and Alicia standing side by side on the decorated rooftop 
leads us to believe that this is their marriage ceremony. 


BEN 
What's keepin' Susie? 


JOHNNY 
I'll go check on her. 


REED 
That's okay, Johnny. I'll 
do it. 
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Reed exits into the rooftop elevator as Willie Lumpkin, 
the mailman, wheels out a large gift-wrapped box. 
He adds it to the rest of the ribboned wedding presents. 


INT. PENTHOUSE LAB -- CONTINUOUS 


Dressed in a flowing bridal gown, Susan stands before 
a three-panel mirror. She looks beautiful but nervous. 
Reed opens the penthouse door without knocking. 


REED 
Sweetheart? 


SUSAN 
(disappearing) 
Reed! 


REED 
What's wrong? 


SUSAN 
Don't you know it's bad luck 
to see the bride on the day 
of the wedding! 


REED 
Everyone's waiting. 





Reed smiles at the sight of Susan's veil and boquet floating 
in midair. He closes the door. She reappears and adjusts her 
long train. Susan looks at herself in the mirror and smiles. 


EXT. BAXTER BUILDING ROOF -- A SHORT TIME LATER 


The ceremony is almost over. The Thing hands Reed a ring 
which he slips onto Susan's finger. Alicia hands Susan a 
wedding band which she tries to place on Reed's finger. 


REED 
With this ring, I thee wed. 


SUSAN 
(frowning) 
With this ring, I thee. 


MINISTER 
Is there a problem? 


SUSAN 
It doesn't fit. 


REED 





Allow me. 
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Reed stretches his finger to make the wedding band fit. 
He smiles. Sue sighs, very much relieved. The MINISTER 
continues with the super ceremony: 


MINISTER 
If any of those present know just 
cause why this couple should not 
be wed, speak now or forever hold 
your peace. 


Suddenly, the Mole Man bursts angrily out of that large 
gift-wrapped box. He clutches his staff and squeals at 
the guests, seeking revenge. 


MOLE MAN 
I object! 

ALICIA 
The Mole Man . . 

MOLE MAN 


This isn't fair! They ruined 
my wedding so now I'm going 
to ruin theirs! 


BEN 
I've about had enough of you! 


The Thing pounds the Mole Man back into the package. He puts 
the lid back on the box and ties it closed. The Thing sits 
on it. The Mole Man's muffled shouts can be heard protesting. 


MINISTER 
There being no just cause, I 
now pronounce you Mr. and Mrs. 
Fantastic! You may kiss the bride! 


Reed and Susan kiss as the quests shower them with rice. 
They run inside the FantastiCar which has been decorated 
with tin cans. Sue throws the boquet. Alicia catches it. 


SUSAN 
So am I ever going to find out 
the real reason you're called 
Mr. Fantastic? 


Reed stretches a very, very long arm around Sue. She laughs 
and he shifts gears. The FantastiCar rises into the air and 
hovers above the guests. The tin cans hang off the bumper. 


Central City spreads out below them like a comic book. 


THE END 


